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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1957 


Unitzep States SENATE 
SuBcomMiTree To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OrHEeR INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE a0 DICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:45, a. m., in room 
424, Senate Office Building. 

Present: Senator Roman L. Hruska, presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel, and William A. Rusher, 
associate counsel. 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. 

This subcommittee has been trying to learn the true facts about th« 
Hungarian uprising so that we can know the nature of world commu- 
nism and its manifestations here in this country. 

Accordingly, we have asked two witnesses, whom we deem to be 
quite competent, to testify in that regard. We will first administer 
the interpreter’s oath, inasmuch as I understand the two witnesses 
cannot express themselves in English. 

Will you state your name? 

Mr. Von Cszn. My name is Louis Von Cseh. 

Senator Hruska. Will you stand, please, and raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will truly interpret to the witness 
the questions directed to him and will truly interpret the answers 
given by the witness, to the best of your ability, so help you God? 

Mr. Von Cszn. I do, so he Ip mejGod. 

Senator Hruska. Now, will the witnesses stand. Maybe we can 
swear the two of them together. 

Do you, and each of you, solemnly swear that the testimony which 
you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fonacy. So help. me God, 

Mr. Juno Szpravast. So help me God. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Fonagy will be the first witness. 


TESTIMONY OF DEZSO FONAGY, THROUGH LOUIS VON CSEH, 
INTERPRETER 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name to the report 

Phe INTERPRETER. His - name is Dezso Fonagy. 

Mr. Morris. Now, how long have you hee n in the United States? 
The InTERPRETER. Since January 1, 1957. 


3333 











3334 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Mr. Morris. And by what means did you arrive in the United 
States? 

The InreRPRETER. By aeroplane. 

Mr. Morais. I see. 

When did you leave Hungary? 

The InrerPReTER. He says, December 18, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. December 18, 1956? 

The INTERPRETER. December 18, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you bear with you, do you not, the credentials 
of the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, will you present those credentials to Senator 
Hruska, who is presiding here today? 

(A document was handed to Senator Hruska.) 

The InreRPRETER. He is begging the Senate to not disclose the 
names, the signatures; everything Mis but the signatures. 

Mr. Morris. Yes. I will explain that to the Senator. 

Senator Hruska, this witness says he will allow, he will be willin 
without objection, ‘this go into the record as it is except for the people 
who are now in Hungary, their names, who are the representatives of 
the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament, because to give their names 
would be tantamount to a death sentence, if those names were set out. 

He has made a copy of that same paper, which is identical in every 
respect, except that the names of those actually in Hungary at that 
time do not appear here. 

Senator Hruska. The exhibit will be received for the record in its 
censored form, if we can put it that way, Judge Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you, Senator. 

Now, you are willing that the representations herein go into the 
record? 

The InreRPRETER. He says yes. 

Mr. Morris. And the name Csepel Iron Works, and so on? 

The InreRPRETER. Yes; all of those can be on it, with the exception 
of the signatures, which were omitted from that English translation. 

Mr. Morais. Senator, may I please read that into the record at this 
time? 

Senator Hruska. Yes; please do. 

Mr. Morris (reading): 


AUTHORIZATION 


The Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament (functioning underground) hereby 
appoints Dezso Fonagy, Dezso Pragai, and Doctor Bala Janko, members of the 
Committee, as its delegates to the United States and to all the member nations of 
the United Nations, in order to inform them of the creation this day of the Hun- 
garian Revolutionary Parliament, as well as of its objectives. We, the Revolu- 
tionary Parliament, through our above representatives, wish to call attention to 
the tragic plight of our beloved Hungarian people at the hands of the hated 
U. 8. 8. R. Also, to implore the heads of all freedom-loving nations to lend us 
their much-needed support in our struggle for freedom and justice. 

Our representatives carry our solemn pledge to the Free World that we will not 
oe fighting until Hungary will be free of ALL its enemies! 

igned: 

Revolutionary Workers Council of Greater Budapest: Csepel Iron Works— 
Mav, Ganz, Egyesult Izzo, Standard, Kispesti, Lorinci, Ujpesti, Rako- 
spalotai, Kabel yar, Lampagyar. 

Peasants and Farm Workers: Revolutionary Council of Students and Intel- 
lectuals of Greater Hungary. 

Dated and signed in Budapest, November 22, 1956. 
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The original copy is on file. 

Now, I wonder if you will read and translate the places that are 
represented on the council. 

The INTERPRETER. Csepel Iron Works; Mav, which means the 
Hungarian Government steel factory; Ganz means Ganz Iron Works, 
Electrical Works, et cetera; the Egyesult Izzo Lamp Works, in- 
candescent lamp works of Hungary; and there is Standard, evidently 
an American subsidiary, or something; then the Kispesti, which was a 
small town which is now connected to Budapest with a separate— 
which has its own revolutionary council, which is a member of this 
Parliament; and then there is Lorinci, which was also another town 
outside of Budapest, which is also connected now to Greater Budapest 
under 19 districts; Ujpesti, which is another town outside of Budapest; 
Rakospalotai, which is also another town close by Budapest; and then 
the Kabelgyar, which is the manufacture of wires, cables, et cetera, 
electrical cables; then the Lampagyar, which is a factory where they 
manufacture lamps, et cetera. 

Then, the Peasants and Farm Workers of Greater Hungary; then 
the Revolutionary Council of Students and Intellectuals of Greater 
Hungary. 

Mr. Morais. Now, will you tell us the meaning of this authoriza- 
tion? 

The InTERPRETER. Would you—he wants to know if you gentlemen 
care to ask him to explain the way this Parliament was created. 

Mr. Morais. Precisely; all the circumstances leading up to his 
authorization to come to the United States to speak for the Hungarian 
Revolutionary Parliament. 

The InrEeRPRETER. I think we have enough to go ahead. Now, 
we are going to make the chart, he [indicating the witness Szeradasi] 
was going to, but he was interrupted—he was going to make a chart 
to show you exactly. 

Mr. Morris. Well, maybe he can complete that when the next 
witness is on the stand. 

The InrerpPRETER. Well, he [indicating] was going to do it. 

Mr. Morris. Maybe while he is waiting he can make it up. 

The InrerprReETER. It is right there. He has been working on it 
and in maybe 10 minutes he can finish it. 

Sir, Mr. Fonagy states that in November, around the middle of 
November, when the Hungarian freedom fighters, which we were 
called up to that time, saw that there was no hope of any United 
Nations help for the cessation of the murder, et cetera, against the 
Hungarians by the Russians all over the country, they decided that 
they were going to take the situation in their hands and people were 
elected in every district throughout Hungary and Greater Budapest 
and they created this Parliament who would actually take up the 
fight of the people and the administration of the government. 

Mr. Morris. You say they did this because they realized the 
United Nations were not going to carry on 

The InterpreTER. Its obligations or its function as it was meant 
to function as the United Nations. 

So they elect—each district from their leadership elected five mem- 
bers which were sent up to Budapest in this Revolutionary. Parlia- 
ment, and these people would consist of a total of—(addressing Mr. 
Fonagy)—how many? 
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Each one of these sections, like industrial workers, the farm 
workers, and the peasantry, the university students, the intellectuals 
of Greater Hungary, sent five members into the Parliament. 

The total membership of this Parliament consisted of 20 members, 
of which he is one. 

Mr. Morris. You are one of the members of this Revolutionary 
Parliament? 

The InrerPRETER. Yes. He is representing the industrial workers. 

Mr. Morris. Now, when was this Parliament constituted? 

The Interpreter. This was between November 18 and November 
22. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you function as a member of this Parliament 
until you left Hungary on December 18, 1956? 

The InrerPrEeTER. Up to November 12 they all were fighting, 
when they started to organize the Revolutionary Parliament he was 
very active until the date he left Hungary to represent the Revolu- 
tionary Parliament to the West. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you come to the United States in order to 
stay here or is it your intention to return to Hungary? 

The InTERPRETER. He states that if the United Nations would not 
fulfill its obligations as it was organized to do, or the West will not 
give any help to the Hungarian cause, then he would sooner that he 
goes back and fights there than stay here or anywhere in the 
world—die with the rest of those Hungarians. 

Mr. Morris. Now, in other words, you are here in a refugee 
capacity, is that right? 

The InrerpPRETER. He is not over here as a refugee but he is sent 
out as a delegate from the Parliament, revolutionary Parliament. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what have you done since you have been in the 
United States? 

The InreRPRETER. Since he came he made several attempts to see 
Mr. Lodge to take up the Hungarian—present his credentials in the 
Hungarian cause, but Mr. Lodge was busy and in the meantime he 
contacted some of the United Nations representatives who were 
championing the Hungarian cause in the United Nations and spoke 
to them. 

Mr. Morris. Who were they? 

The Inrerprerer. One was the Cuban representative. 

Mr. Morris. Who were they, tell us who they were. 

The Inrerpretrer. Nufiez-Portuondo, Cuban delegate to the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Morris. And he is the Cuban delegate to the United Nations? 

The InrerpPRETER. Yes. (addressing witness) And who else? 

Miss Palmer, you have the names of these delegates he has already 
contacted—the Uuruguay delegate? 

Miss Marrua G. Parmer. He contacted, I think, all of the South 
American countries’ permanent representatives on the United Nations. 

Mr. Morris. Give him the list of them. 

Miss Paumer. I don’t have the list but I can get it so it will be 
included in the record. 

The Interpreter. This is the Uruguay representative, Rodriguez 
Fabregat. That is the Uruguay representative. And I contacted 


the Chinese representative, Dr. Yen, and I have spoken only on the 
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telephone yesterday, but he was very busy and he is requesting we 
go and see him as soon as he gets back from New York. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, would it be in order at this time 
will take about 5 or 10 minutes—if I read the exchange of correspond- 
ence into the record at this time between Senator Eastland, chairman 
of the Senate committee and Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge? 
Senator, it will give the preface to this particular hearing, by way of 
what this subcommittee has been doing in this particular field and 
bring the situation up to date. 

Senator Hruska. That will be in order. Will you please proceed? 

Mr. Morris. Senator Eastland’s letter dated January 17, 1957 is 
as follows: 


DEAR AMBASSADOR LopGE: I am transmitting herewith the transcripts of the 
sworn testimony of seven Hungarian escapees. This testimony is eviden f th 
Savage acts of aggression on the part of Soviet officials against the Hungarian 
people. Some of the details are so harrowing and bestial that we could not even 
put them into the official record. However, those that are in the official record 
reflect a savagery that is, to put it mildly, inconsistent with the professed purpos 
of the United Nations. 

As you know, we have been transmitting to the Department of State other 
transcripts such as these, all abundantly reflecting acts and deeds of agg: 
which are, as of this moment, unpunished and only ineffectually deplored by t 
United Nations. Senator Olin D. Johnston of South Carolina, who presided : 
all of these hearings, has repeatedly but unavailingly asked the United Nation 
to hear this evidence. Added up, it is irrefutable proof of aggression on the pa: 
of the Soviet Union against the people of Hungary. 

As far as we have been able to observe here in Washington, the only visil 
reaction on the part of the United Nations has been to dissolve the observatior 
team which it had set up to go into Hungary to learn the facts. It appears that 
efforts are presently being made to bring this evidence before the forum of 


United Nations, but as yet we have seen no tangible results. We would appreciate 
hearing from you exactly what steps are being taken by the United States to 
insure that the United Nations will pursue the Hungarian issue. 

These transcripts which the subcommittee makes in connection with its primar: 
function of making a record on the nature of the Communist organization for tl 
Senate of the United States, are being sent to you because we feel that, in the 
hands of the chief delegate to the United Nations, they may be used effectivel: 
to bring about a situation where justice will be satisfied and confidence in the 
work of the United Nations will be restored. 

Senator William E. Jenner, a member of the subcommittee, in a letter to the 
State Department which we asked to be transmitted to you, has observed the 
great disparity between the reaction of the United Nations in connection with 
the aggression in the Middle East and its reaction to the Soviet aggression against 
Hungary. I feel that the fact that the United Nations allows this disparity to 
stand on the record to be seen by the whole world, goes a long way toward under- 
mining confidence in that world body. 

Trusting that these and other transcripts will be of use to you, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
JAMES QO. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 


On January 26, 1957 Ambassador Lodge replied: 


Dear SENATOR EastTLANpD: Thank you for your letter of January 17, enclosing 
transcripts of the hearings of the Internal Security Subcommittee, dated January 
15, on Soviet repression of the Hungarian people. 

In my opinion these transcripts represent precisely the type of testimony which 
will be valuable to the newly established United Nations Special Committee on 


Hungary, and [ shall transmit them to that Committee along with such other 
relevant transcripts as your subcommittee makes available to the State Depart- 
ment. The United Nations Committee was established by the General Assembly 


by a resolution adopted January 10, a copy of which | enclose for your information. 


93215—57—pt. 49 2 
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Also enclosed is a copy of the Assembly’s resolution of December 12, which, by 
a vote of 55 to 8, condemned Soviet actions in Hungary—the strongest condem- 
nation of the United Nations has ever voted against one of its members. 

In your letter you ask me “exactly what steps are being taken by the United 
States to insure that the United Nations will pursue the Hungarian issue.” The 
establishment of the committee I just mentioned, with representatives from 
Australia, Ceylon, Denmark, Tunisia, and Uruguay, is designed to make sure 
that the Soviet assault on the Hungarian people is not forgotten either by the 
United Nations or by world opinion. The United States delegation took a leading 
part in the movement to have this committee established. Fifty-nine nations 
voted to set up the Committee; and only the Soviet Union and its satellites voted 
against it. 

In the light of the foregoing, it is inaccurate to say, as you said in your letter, 
that “‘the only visible reaction on the part of the United Nations has been to 
dissolve the observation team which it had set up to go into Hungary to learn the 
facts.” The Committee I mentioned was established to replace a group pre- 
viously appointed by the Secretary General which was dissolved at its own request. 
The new Committee gives every evidence of taking its job seriously. The United 
States intends to submit a great deal of information to it, and to facilitate the 
———— before it of recent Hungarian refugees now in this country. 

note your reference to Senator Jenner’s statement about the ‘disparity 
between the U nited Nations actions in the Hungarian question and in the Middle 
Eastern question,” a view with which you associate yourself. The disparity you 
refer to is obvious, and derives mainly from the fact that Britain, France, and 
Israel are civilized nations which responded to the conscience of ‘the world as 
expressed through the United Nations, whereas the Soviet Union is willing to 
defy that same expression of world opinion. 

However, it must not be supposed that the debates and resolutions in the United 
Nations have been ineffective. For the first time many Middle Eastern and Asian 
countries, which had hitherto been uncommitted on differences between the free 
and the Communist worlds, have voted in the United Nations to condemn the 
Soviet Union and to set up an investigating committee to publicize Soviet crimes. 

Moreover, we have been advised that pressures brought to bear through the 
United Nations caused the Soviet Union to stop its mass deportations of Hun- 
garian citizens. 

In your letter you refer to repeated requests by Senator Johnston to the United 
Nations to hear the evidence on this question collected by the Internal Security 
Subcommittee. I have not received any such request, but I am glad to learn 
that we will have the benefit of this material as part of the United States con- 
tribution to the United Nations investigation. 

It may well seem that no United Nations action, short of war, would be 
adequate when measured against the heroic sacrifices of the Hungarian freedom 
fighters. However, in the long run, they may prove to have struck a mortal 
blow against the whole Communist system. The United States delegation to 
the General Assembly, and I, personally, have, I believe, lost no opportunity 
to see that their sacrifice proves worthwhile. We shall, I am sure, lose no oppor- 
tunity in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 


Henry Caxsot Lopasz, Jr. 
And Senator Eastland acknowledged that on January 31, 1957: 


Dear Mr. AmBassapor: Thank you for your full letter of January 26. 

I have noted with some satisfaction that, since my letter of January 17, the 
Committee established by the General Assembly through a resolution adopted 
January 10 has begun to take testimony. It was precisely with a view toward 
this eventuality that the subcommittee has been transmitting to you on November 
19 and to the State Department on December 20 the transcripts of the hearings. 
Naturally we are delighted that the United Nations is now taking this testimony. 
I am also gratified to learn of your sanguine expectations with respect to the 
determination of the United Nations in keeping alive the savagery of the Soviet 
om uest of Hungary which you deplore. 

Thanking you for your response on this very serious issue, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 


James O. Eastuanp, Chairman. 


~ — 


ee 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, this witness who, I believe, arrived here on 
January 1, is the latest representative witness we have been able to 
speak to on this whole subject. 

I wonder if you could tell us, Mr. Fonagy, of any deportations, acts 
of deportation against Hungarian people that you know of, based on 
your own experiences in Hungary. 

The InrERPRETER. He knows of two deportations in which he 
participated, in their flight to freedom; in one place by the name of 
Czegle—actually, the revolutionary Parliament tore up the railroad 
tracks so they cannot proceed—however, those they could not free. 

And then, another city by the name of Godolo, which is a few miles 
outside Budapest, they actually broke open railroad cars and freed 
340 university students which were on their way to be taken to 
Russia, they freed those. 

And, naturally, many trains they could not open up and could not 
help, but these they actually halted and he took participation, in 
which they succeeded in freeing, and in others they tore up railroad 
tracks, but they were in such numbers they wouldn’t be able to do it. 

Senator Hruska. Would the witness be able to. estimate the num- 
ber of trains which were observed but which had gone on their way? 

The InrERPRETER. They had their people at the border at Zahony 
and from where they got reports of—this was just for a short time— 
they got reports of 5 trains which passed by which they couldn’t 
help, and each train had between 400 to 600 students in them which 
they could not halt or could not break open. This part is definite 
that he knows. 

However, there are stories about more which he does not care to 
state, because he has no evidence of it. 

Senator Hruska. What dates were those 4 or 5 observed? 

The InrerPRETER. This was in the last part of November and 
first part of December of 1956. 

Senator Hruska. What kind of cars were they, regular passenger 
cars or were they boxcars? 

The InteRPRETER. They were actually wagons that transport 
horses and cattle; they usually fit 40 people, I think, each wagon. 

Yes; he says they have the sign on them, 6 horses or 40 people on 
each one of those wagons and so each one of these trains must have 
consisted of 10 to 12 wagons, each train. 

Senator Hruska. Were there women as well as men? 

The InrerpretER. These were mostly young people, students and 
17-year-old people, et cetera. 

He says he actually has spoken to several of these young people who 
escaped from Russia, the ones that were deported that escaped, and 
he also has spoken to several people who were too young. A few were 
15, 16 years old that they released after some pressure was given 
somewhere, were released back to Hungary. 

Senator Hruska. Before taking them on board the trains? 

The Inrerprerer. No; after they got to Russia, they were released 
after; 16, 17-year-old boys, he actually spoke to many of those. 

Senator Hruska. Were any of the escapees those that are refugees 
in this country, as far as the witness knows? 

The Inrerpreter. With his knowledge with the Hungarian Na- 
tional Council, there are several on record and the ones that were 
released from Russia from the prison, being too young. 
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Mr. Morris. Do you know, when these young people are deported 
and sent to the Soviet Union, do you know where in the Soviet Union 
or where in the far-flung Soviet Empire these people were forced to 
work? 

The InrERPRETER. He says he has been around those sections, 
around Vladivostok and the Urals where they have the lead mines 
and that is where they claim they took them. However, he has not 
seen it. He was there previous to that. 

Mr. Morris. He was there previously? 

The InrerpRETER. He was there previously, because he was fight- 
ing during the war. 

And from 1942 to 1944 they were taken into Russia and they were 
used for fighting these Hungarians. 

Mr. Morris. You, yourself? 

The InrERPRETER. He was there; yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us briefly your experiences in the Soviet 
Union? 

The InTERPRETER. He says that was one of the reasons that he, 
as soon as—the first opportunity he had, he started fighting against 
Soviet oppression, he had seen Soviet Russia while he was there as a 
soldier. He says among many things- 

Mr. Morris. Now, you were a member of the Hungarian Division 
that fought with the Russians, is that right? 

The INTERPRETER. Oh, he was fighting against the Russians. 

Mr. Morris. I see. And then you were taken prisoner by them? 

The InTERPRETER. No; they never took him prisoner. 

Mr. Morris. Well, tell us about your experiences. 

The INTERPRETER. He says this is what his experience was: 

Naturally, in the last 15 years, he says, in Hungary they were teach- 
ing the blessings of communism, and over there he has seen what the 
“blessings” is. Outside of Moscow the people were living with pigs 
and goats and chickens, maybe there were 8 or 9 of them shoved into 
1 room, they were living there, cooking there, sleeping there, and they 
never knew about a bath, et cetera. 

And as soon as he had the opportunity of enlightening the Hun- 
garian people of the Soviet—that they really started doing it from 1948 
on. 

Senator Hruska. What was he doing in Russia? 

The InTERPRETER. Well, he was fighting the Russians with the 
Hungarians, he was fighting there, and while fighting he had the 


opportunity to be in these villages and towns where there is no glitter 
like in Moscow. 


Mr. Morais. Fighting with whom? 

The INTERPRETER. With the Germans. Hungarians, Italians and 
Germans were fighting there. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you, yourself, a prisoner of the Soviet 
Union at any time? 

The INTERPRETER. He was never a prisoner of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you a prisoner of the Ukrainian Com- 
munist Government in the postwar period? 

The Interpreter. Yes, he was. 

He was first taken prisoner by the Ukrainian secret police, which 
they called AVO, in 1949. 
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He was imprisoned for 6 days and he escaped. And then they 
caught him again in 1950 on February 8, also for a few days and hé 
escaped again and kept on—and then in 1951 they ca t up wit 
— again and for 7 months he was tortured at the AVO headquarters, 

hich is the Ukrainian secret police, and then he escaped again and 
tl ien they caught him again in 1953. 

In 1953, then, they were—from 1953 until October 31, 1956, he was 
continuously in confinement. 

Senator Hruska. Where? 

ane INTERPRE rer. In Hungary. 

Senator Hruska. Where in Hungary? 

Th 1e INTERPRETER. In seven different prisons. Among these ther 
were two slave labor camps in the mines, one by t e name of 
Tatabanya- 

Mr. Morris. This was a slave Jabor camp in Hungary, now? 

The InrerpPreTER. Yes, and this is at Tatabanya—lI am going to 
write it down, these slave labor camps in these mines. Tatabanya 
and Csolmok. These are the two places where he was in forced-labor 


camps. 

Senator Hruska. Getting back to those deportation trains, what 
was the source of his information that these trains went to Vladivos- 
tok, to the lead mines? 

The InreRPRETER. His information is personal, his years while he 
was in Russia between 1942 and 1944, all the prisoners which were 
taken by the Russians were taken to Vladivostok lead mines to 
work—the Hungarians, Italians or Germans, they all were taken 
there—and that is his assumption, they took all these other ones 
there. 

Senator Hruska. So the information is not based on direct re- 
ports? 

The InteRPRETER. No. No direct reports, yes—he had direct re- 
ports but he was not present so he could not say. 

Mr. Morris. Now, I wonder if you would describe some of the 
tortures you were subjected to—this was by the Hungarian Commu- 
nist Government, I am speaking of. 

The INTERPRETER. In 1948, when they starting arresting, like 
Msgr. Varga, who is here now at the Ukranian National Council, 
that is when he started into the whole Ukranian underground revolu- 
tionary movement, to work in it. 

There were certain tortures there he had been subjected to, but 
due to the fact of these ladies, it is very hard to explain, see? 

(After speaking to witness.) 

All right, this is the most ridiculous thing you ever heard, but it 
can be true, the effects are on him, the evidence, and due to the fact 
there are ladies here, I don’t know how to explain it, unless you gen- 
tlemen want me to, the biggest torture. 

Mr. Morris. W hy don’t you describe it, if you can, without too 
many specific details? 

The Inrerprerer. For instance, they undressed him and they put 
him on a table and they had thumbtacks into his skin, and they were 
beating him to disclose the other members of the council, and—well, 
I think this is the most terrible thing, and then they tied his hands to 
his feet and for 75 days they kept him like that——— 

Mr. Morris. Seventy-five days? 

The INTERPRETER. Seventy-five days, day and night, they wouldn’t 
release him, tied his hands to his feet and he had to just hop like 
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that and crawl with these shackles on him continuously, 75 days and 
75 nights—and then they knocked his teeth out, kicked his teeth out, 
cracked his skull and they did many of these—well, indescribable 
tortures. 

Mr. Morris. Now, tell me, was this done by the Hungarian 
secret police or was it done under the supervision of the Soviet over- 
lords? 

The INTERPRETER. Everytime when he was tortured like that, like 
for instance in 1950, between March 15 and 17, he was subjected to 
very much torture by General Peter Gabor. That was the same 
man that 

Mr. Morris. Spell that name? 

The InrerRPRETER. General Gabor, G-a-b-o-r—in the company of 
eight other Hungarian generals and one Soviet general. The Soviet 
general was directing what to do and how to torture and he was the 
directing agent of this whole group. 

Mr. Morais. Senator, I think that would be of particular interest 
to the committee, because that would be an act of aggression on the 
part of the members of the Soviet organization against the Hungarian 
people and Hungarian Government. 

Senator Hruska. How was he able to identify the Soviet general? 

The INTERPRETER. First, he was in a Russian general’s uniform. 
Second, he spoke and gave the instructions in Russian, and he (indi- 
cating Mr. Fonagy) understands Russian. 

Mr. Morris. Now, I wonder if you could identify this paper. 

The InteRPRETER. Yes. He has one of these. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Now, what is this? Will you tell us what this 
paper is? 

The INTERPRETER. This is a document which was given to each one 
of these people, the ones that were in these forced-labor camps, they 
were given by the Miners Revolutionary Council that released them 
from prison. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know what prison he was released from? 

The InrerPRETER. That was Csolmok. 

Mr. Morais. I see, and this is the actual release that you received 
from this particular prison camp? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, and on here it states that he has served 
5 years, 7 months and 15 days for instigating the overthrow of the 
Soviet Government, overturn of the Soviet Government, that is what 
it says here. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Now, when did he serve in that particular 
prison camp? 

The INTERPRETER. He was moved to this labor camp July 1956 and 
he was at this particular labor camp until October 1956. 

Mr. Morris. 1956? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Mr. Chairman, may I offer that particular document for the record? 

Now, we have what appears to be—this is the form that is filled out, 
is it not? (Exhibiting.) 

The InrERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. May we take your originai, which is your actual 
certificate, is it not, and you will so testify right now, which you just 
handed to Senator Hruska? 

The InrerPreter. Yes, sir, he}will. 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, may we take this original and conform this, 
which appears to be a copy of the form? This is a copy of the form? 

The InreRPRETER. It is not this [indicating], but it is a copy of such 
form, yes. 

Mr. Morris. I see, and will you conform this with the original and 
may that go into our record, Senator? Photostats will be just as well. 

Senator Hruska. The exhibit will be received in the record in 
photostatic form. 

(The document referred to was marked Exhibit No. 421 and is 
reproduced below:) 
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I. 
rendérhatdsagnal nyomban jelentkezni. , 

: Jelentkezésekor igazolvanyat fel kell mutatnia, hogy azon jelentkezé- 
sét igazoini lehessen. 

Igazolvanyat kételes gondosan megGrizni és hatésagi kézeg felszé- 
‘tée4ra felmutatni. 

Fel‘éte:se szabadsiganak ideje alatt kdteles az erkdlestelen és isza- 
kos életmédtdl tartézkodni, igazoltan munkaviszonyba lépni, vagy 
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ebben betegsé¢ge akaddlyozza, belegségét hatosagi orvosi igazol- 
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Ha 4iland6 lakéhelyét rendes foglalkozasana! fogva kénytelen nepon- 
ként, vagy royidebb idékézénkent elhagyni, ezt is be kell jelentenie. 
Feltételes szabadsaganak letelte uian eens az illetéhes rend- 
Gri szervnél és igazolvanyat zéradékolis végett mutassa be. . 
A magaviseleti szabalyok megszegése, vagy biintett elkdvetése a fel- 
tételes szabadsag megsziintetését vonhatja maga utan. 
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Lattamozés, lakéhely megvéltoztatdsdra vonatkozé engedély, zéradéko- 
las és az illetékes astitvetiaie, vagy rendéri ate carts iaisacy- 
zései: : 


Mr. Morrts. Now, I wonder if you could tell us what is the out- 
look, what is the intention of the Hungarian Revolutionary Parlia- 
ment with respect to the future? 

The InrerRPRETER. When the Parliament was organized November 
19, between the 18th and 22d of November 1956, they decided that— 
they took up the fight, going underground, and started to direct the 
movements of the Hungarian people. 
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But then they, the people of Hungary, decided that the promised 
help which was to be given to the revolutionaries was not forthcoming, 
so they had to take it in their hands. 

I just asked him, why did they assume that help was coming from 
the West, why should they believe that and he answered they believed 
the United Nations structure is such that they would go to the help 
of oppressed people. 

They thought as soon as the Suez question was settled then the 
Hungarian question was going to be settled. 

Senator Hruska. Now, Mr. Interpreter, you used the words 
“promised help.” 

The InrERPRETER. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. Are those the words that the witness used? 

The INTERPRETER. He says they believed that the United Nations 
was set up—it was to defend the oppressed, the small, that is why they 
assumed. 

Senator Hruska. So it was not a promise from any individuals or 
any radio broadcast 

The InreRPRETER. No, he did not say that. 

Senator Hruska. Or any representatives, it was an assumption? 

The InreRPRETER. No, he does not say that. 

Senator Hruska. I just wanted that point cleared up. 

The Interpreter. Well, they tried to make contacts with the 
Kadar government, and in this contact they tried to reason—to 
come to some conclusion, so that from the revolution something 
could be saved, some accomplishment that the revolution may have 
accomplished could be saved. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you say the Hungarian Revolutionary Parlia- 
ment did make contact with the Kadar government in order to save 
something from the revolutionary activity? 

The InteRPRETER. He was one of the representatives to go ahead 
and try to deal with the Kadar government, to save something of it. 

Mr. Morris. Well, tell us what happened. 

The INTERPRETER. When it was on the radio, on the Hungarian 
radio, that the workers, representatives of munkacz—farmers—they 
had the headquarters of the Ukrainian iron workers, where the radio 
said they had the right to—to select of their representatives and 
they were going to listen to their grievances, and so forth. 

Senator Hruska. Did they meet, did they actually meet? 

The InrerpRetTER. Yes, they met. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us what happened. 

The InteRPRETER. They gathered together from 28 different big 
factories and 3 mining sections, representatives, they gathered in 
one of the big places of these Hungarian iron workers. 

And then they told them that this is not a legal place, or a legal 
body, but there is another one somewhere else where there is a meeting 
going on. 

Senator Hruska. Who told them that? 

The InrerRPRETER. Well, they always had these secret police 
people around, buy them out 

Mr. Morris. Let me see If I understand that. This was a meeting 
between the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament and representatives 
of the Kadar regime? 
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The InterPRETER. This was where all these representatives were 
going to select a committee and go up to Kadar, they hadn’t gone to 
Kadar yet. 

So, while this meeting was in progress to select the representatives, 
the ones that were going to go to the Kadar government, the word 
was passed that a couple of streets down below there was another 
meeting which was more attended—then, they are always trying to 
interrupt them, so 150 from that meeting proceeded over here to this 
other street, and at this other street there were Russian soldiers 
with machineguns. 

So, when they arrived, these Russian soldiers put their machineguns 
in readiness, while they told them to go ahead, ‘‘Have your meeting, 
we are not going to do anything,” and in about half an hour the Kadar 
government’s representatives came and they were apologizing for the 
Russian soldiers with the guns, and they say, “Look, we are with 
you, and we are sending them away.” 

Then the Kadar government representatives sent away the Russian 
soldiers. 

That was the first and the last contact they had with the Kadar 
government, because while the soldiers were gone away, they left also, 
and they had to go and went back to the underground. 

Mr. Morris. Was that the answer to your request of the Kadar 
government? 

The InrerPRETER. No; they were not interested. 

Well, their first demand was that the Soviet troops have to leave 
Budapest because there were no factory workers will go back to work 
until the Soviets aren’t there. 

Also, please to remove the tanks and the Soviet troops from Buda- 
pest because the workers were afraid to go to work, because on every 
corner, street corner, were tanks and machineguns and Soviet troops. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, the Kadar government did not listen 
to your request to have some accommodation between themselves 
and you? 

The Interpreter. Instead of that, next day on the Hungarian 
radio the Kadar government issued a statement, in which statement 
they stated that 20 factory representatives were together and they 
had we and they decided that all the workers were going back 
to work. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, it was a false report of what actually 
took place, and you know it was false because you were present? 

The InTERPRETER. So he says, yes; he was there when this hap- 
pened, and they were betrayed again—among them they had many 
of these informers and these secret police people, evidently, and just— 
the idea was they had met together and the people knew of this com- 
mittee’s meeting, and the only decision they ever brought was that 
the workers should go back to work, and then they were to get to- 
gether again after they went to work. 

Mr. Morris. Now—have you finished? 

The InreRpRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morais. I wonder if you will tell us, you as the representative 
of the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament here in the United States, 
will you tell us how many people in Hungary you think you speak for? 

The Interpreter. He says that he testifies, and every Hungarian 
knows, that the Kadar government hasn’t got more than about 1,000 
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followers in Hungary, and the rest of the 9 million are behind the 
Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament. He himself was one of the 
organizers who was sent out to the farms to get the peasants, and the 
peasants are 100 percent behind this Parliamentary government, 
which is their elected underground leadership. 

Mr. Morais. So it is your contention here you represent ninety- 
some—that you are the spokesman of some ninety-some percent of 
the Hungarian people? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, I wonder if you would tell us what you expect 
to do, what the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament expects to do 
in the coming days, in view of all of the circumstances which now 
exist? 

The InreRPRETER. He says he is getting very much complaint 
that the Revolutionary Parliament thinks that he is not doing enough 
to help the Hungarian cause—— 

Mr. Morris. You hear from that inside Hungary? 

The InTERPRETER. No. He is in contact continuously. 

Mr. Morais. Yes. 

The InteRPRETER. What they want to do, and nothing happens, 
and it is getting to be a month since he has been away. 

And the Revolutionary Parliament actually stated the following: 
Now, there is a date set, but he doesn’t know the date—in the near 
future—in which, if by then nothing has been done by the United 
Nations or the West to free Hungary from the Soviet troops, then 
they are going to start sabotage, blow up everything and put Hungary 
in a chaos, because the Hungarian people will not give up the fight. 
They are not going—if they have to—if they are going to be exter- 
minated they are not going to live under the Soviet yoke any longer. 

Mr. Morris. So, in other words, your testimony is that unless 
the United Nations or the West, generally, does something to aid 
the plight of the Hungarian people, that the Hungarians are going 
to take it on themselves to force some kind of a second uprising in 
the near future? 

The InrerPRETER. Yes. His contention is, and his representation 
to the Revolutionary Parliament is, that if the United Nations and 
the West will not help them, then the third phase of the revolution 
is going to start, in which there is going to be a finish fight; either 
the extermination of the Hungarian people or the exit of the Soviet 
oppressors from Hungary. 

Mr. Morris. Now, was the original revolt—what was the cause of 
the original October 23 revolt against the Soviet occupation? 

The INTERPRETER. In July 1956, through some unknown factors, 
thousands of political prisoners were freed, and these political prisoners 
were agitating for the overthrow of the Soviet yoke. 

His torture, which was very terrible, is only the story of one man, 
but everybody knows throughout the world that tens of thousands of 
Hungarians were imprisoned by the Soviets and tortured, and the 
situation was such it didn’t make any difference to them, if they are 
killed by torture or fighting for freedom. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you know, or have you had any dealings with 
Cardinal Mindszenty? 

I notice a news report that he has been accused of being in contact 
with religious people in Hungary. There is a protest on the part of 
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the Communists to Cardinal Mindszenty communicating with re- 
ligious people in Hungary. 

Did you have any experience with him or with that whole situation? 

The InrERPRETER. He was in Bacz, and in this prison camp were 
all the other people who were imprisoned from the Mindszenty case. 
Mindszenty was not the only person who was imprisoned at that time; 
there were very many; thousands of people, thousands of people 
were imprisoned in the Mindszenty case and he was—he studied the 
situation, and when the revolution came he was among the people who 
freed Mindszenty. 

Mr. Morris. You were one of the people who freed Cardinal 
Mindszenty, were you not? 

The INTERPRETER. No, when he got to Budapest, he was there, 
with him. 

Mr. Morris. I see. He didn’t see Cardinal Mindszenty since that 
time? 

The InrerPReTER. He has seen him until he took refuge into the 
United States. 

Mr. Morris. You did see him, then? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you talk to him? 

The Interpreter. No; he didn’t speak to him. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you know anything about the circumstances 
surrounding Cardinal Mindszenty’s asylum in the American Legation? 

The InrerRPRETER. He says since Cardinal Mindszenty took refuge 
in the American Embassy, it was very difficult to anybody to go 
because they were surrounded with spies all around and they took 
pictures of people and anybody that even attempted to speak to 
anybody who entered the American Legation. They just gathered 
them in and they disappeared and so for that reason they could never 
get near him after he took refuge. 

Senator Hruska. Now, you have testified that if help does not 
come from the United Nations or from the West that the people of 
Hungary will arise again and enter into this third phase of the revo- 
lution. 

How long do you think they will wait before they undertake that 
third phase? 

The IntERPRETER. He says that he has not got the date but it is 
not—it is not very long; maybe a month, 1 or 2 months—not before 
spring—and they are waiting for him to come back with the reports. 

Senator Hruska. Have they fixed a definite date; does he know? 

The Interpreter. There is no definite date set. 

Mr. Morris. Well now, have you testified before the United 
Nations? 

The Interpreter. Not yet. 

Mr. Morris. Do you hope to? 

The Interpreter. Yes, he would like to. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is there anything else that you feel that this 
subcommittee should know about the Hungarian Revolutionary 
Parliament, its purposes, its aspirations? 

Is there anything else you feel that the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee should have in its public record about you or your 
personal experiences or the experiences of the Hungarian Revolu- 
tionary Parliament in general? 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3349 


The IntERPRETER. He believes that, due to the fact that tomorrow 
is the eighth anniversary of the imprisonment of Cardinal Mindszenty, 
the Hungarian people will come, if nothing else but in silent protest, 
and this silent protest might end up in something, as it happened in 
October when the students were asking for a silent protest against 
their oppression. 

However, definite knowledge he has none when the date is. 

What he wishes to testify in front of the United Nations, however, 
his experience in this 1 month is very sad and the Parliament, the 
Revolutionary Parliament, which is sad, that regardless of what 
resolution is brought by the United Nations, they did not bring actual 
help or does not ease the suppression of the Hungarian people, so the 
Hungarian people are going to take it into their hands and fight to the 
finish. 

He says that one of the main wishes of the Hungarian people would 
be if some help would come through the United Nations or through 
the Western Powers, and if it doesn’t there is only one way, that 
would be for the Hungarian people to give in to the Russians, which 
they don’t wish to do, and they are not going to do; and the second 
would mean the complete extermination of the Hungarian people 
because they are going to fight to the very last. 

He said that the two points which the Hungarian people are begging 
the free world to see are very simple. The only thing that they ask 
is that the free world and the United Nations see to it that Soviet 
free Hungary and the Hungarian people should have the freedom to 
elect their own representative government, which they don’t think is 
too much. 

Senator Hruska. All right. Any further questions? 

Mr. Morais. I think not of this witness, Senator. 

As you know, Senator, there is present here ready to testify, Mr. 
Jeno Szeradasi. He was the vice chairman of the original Hungarian 
National Revolutionary Council until the execution of Chairman 
Joseph Dudas, and, therefore, it is presumed he is now acting chair- 
man. 

Do you know when Mr. Dudas was executed? 

The InrerRPRETER. He was executed after he left. 

Mr. Morris. I see; in other words, after December 18 he was 
executed. 

You see, Mr. Chairman, this other witness was vice chairman of that 
Hungarian National Revolutionary Council and is here ready to 
testify 

We were also scheduled to have here Gen. Andrew Turani. I under- 
stand there was a delay in some of the plans, for which reason General 
Turani is not here. So, it is your choice, Senator, whether we are 
going ahead, whether you think we should hold this other witness 
over until tomorrow. 

Senator Hruska. Well, the hour is getting late and there are other 
things the Senators are engaged i in and | would suggest that the witness 
be held over tentatively until tomorrow until we ascertain the wishes 
of the chairman oi the subcommittee. 

It is my own reaction after hearing this testimony that it is very 
important that it be sent in transcript form to Ambassador Lodge and 
for the attention of the United Nations’ Special Committee on Hun- 
gary, or for whatever use he wants to make of it. 
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It is important, it seems to me, not only what the witness has nar- 
rated of his own experiences, but also on some of the things which the 
Western World has long suspected the Russians have done and it is 
also important for the things which are forecast in the future and the 
indications thereof, and certainly the United Nations and our Ambas- 
sador should be informed of the testimony that has been made avail- 
able here. 

Subject to the approval of the chairman of this subcommittee, that 
transcript will be forwarded in that fashion. 

For the time being, then, and until further order of the chairman, 
this meeting is adjourned. 

Thank you very much for coming here, Mr. Witness. 

(Whereupon, at 12:10 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to call of the Chair.) 
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Unitep Srares SENATE, 
SuBcoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Ac1 
AND Oruer INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:35 a. m., in room 
424, Senate Office Building. 

Present: Senator Roman L. Hruska (acting chairman), presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William A. Rusher, 
associate counsel; and Benjamin Mandel, research director. 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. 

There will be resumed the hearings with reference to the Hungarian 
Revolutionary Parliament. The Internal Security Subcommittee 
heard yesterday the testimony from one of the representatives of that 
Parliament. He testified, among other things, that the Hungarian 
people may rise up again in the near future and complete the third 
phase of the Hungarian revolution. 

The subcommittee is interested in ascertaining the full scope and 
duration of the Hungarian revolution because no other event in the 
last 10 years has raised a potential threat to the Soviet Empire as 
this one has. 

This development may have had repercussions, we believe, even on 
the Communist Party here in the United States. We are trying to 
determine whether or not events in Hungary may have caused some 
defections here in this country. For this reason we would like to 
learn as much as possible about the forthcoming events in Hungary. 

It is of considerable interest to the committee that we learned, 
since yesterday and since the hearings that we had yesterday, that 
Mr. Fonagy, the witness who testified before us, has been invited by 
the United Nations Special Committee on this subject to appear 
before that committee. 

Will you ask the witness to verify that? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF DEZSO FONAGY, THROUGH LOUIS VON CSEH, 
INTERPRETER—Resumed 


Senator Hruska. Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morais. Mr. Fonagy had just a few things he wants to tell us. 
He asked if he could say a few words before we start the session. 

Senator Hruska. That would be fine. If he has anything by way 
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of a supplement to yesterday’s statement, we would be pleased to 
receive it at this time. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, let the record show that both the 
interpreter and the witness now on the stand have been previously 
sworn. 

Now, you told me today that you wanted to say a few words before 
we began our hearings this morning. 

The Inrerprerer. First, he wants to remind the committee that 
today is the eighth anniversary of the imprisonment of Cardinal 
Mindszenty. 

For the last 10 years the Hungarians were exterminated. It is 
a very sad situation. The Hungarians wish, in Parliament, that all 
this killing, et cetera, which has been going on—tens of thousands 
of people have been imprisoned and the United Nations hasn’t moved 
its fingers to ease this situation. 

The Hungarian revolution has not expected any help, like soldiers, 
et cetera. The only thing, they wanted some moral support that 
they should have fought off the Russian hordes. The Soviet Union 
was in such a weak position when this revolution broke out that if a 
hundred soldiers under the flag of the United Nations would have 
arrived in Hungary, Hungary would be a free nation, and probably 
the whole world would be in a better position today. 

Instead of that, nothing happened from the West, and that is when 
the Russians got more momentum and brought in more soldiers and 
started the extermination of the Hungarian people. 

He said the reason he was sent out by the Hungarian Revolutionary 
Parliament was that he took an oath that he was going to come and 
explain the plight of the Hungarian people, and he is going to return. 
He is not going to leave the “Hungarians behind, like many people 
have done. 

As soon as he determines if any kind of help through the United 
Nations or the free West is not coming, he is returning. 

Mr. Morris. Well, tell me this: Will there be any other repre- 
sentatives of the Hungarian Revolutionary Parliament coming to 
this country? 

The IntEerPRETER. At this moment the only thing he knows is 
three of them were sent out. One went to Asia, one is all over 
Europe, and he is the third one. 

Mr. Morris. Will there be others coming? 

The InreRPRETER. If necessary, they will be able to come. 

Mr. Morais. If you hear from any who are here, or who come 
here, will you so advise the committee, so that we may hear from 
them firsthand testimony of conditions that prevailed in Hungary 
after your departure? 

The InrerpretER. Absolutely he will do so. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you. 

Senator, I think we have two other witnesses, and the time is short. 
Senator, I know there is much more he can tell us, but inasmuch as 
he will testify before the United Nations, I suggest, Senator, that we 
discontinue with this witness at this time. 

Senator Hruska. Whom do we have here? 

Mr. Morris. We have twe witnesses, Captain Turani, and then 
we have Mr. Szeradasi. 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3353 


Now, in view of the last point that that witness made, I think 
Captain Turani’s testimony would follow directly from the points 
he just made. So, even though the other man has been waiting 
here now, I suggest we call Captain Turani. 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which 
you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Captain Turan. So help me God. 


TESTIMONY OF CAPT. ANDRAS TURANI, THROUGH LOUIS VON 
CSEH, INTERPRETER 


Mr. Morris. Where are you residing now? 

The InrerpretrerR. Heisresiding at Camp Kilmer, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. And your last name is Turani? 

The IntEeRpPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you were born in Hungary? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And you went to the military academy 
the Hungarian Military Academy? 

The InrerpretER. He went to the Hungarian Lutovicum, they 
call that. 

Mr. Morris. Spell that, please. 

The INTERPRETER. L-u-t-0-v-i-c-u-m. This is equivalent to our 
West Point. 

Mr. Morris. And when did you graduate from that institution? 

The INTERPRETER. 1942. 

Mr. Morris. And did you-— 

The INTERPRETER. It was a trial service when he finished it. 

Mr. Morris. Well, he graduated in 1942? 

The InrERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morais. What is your age? 

The IntERpPRETER. He is going into 43. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you fought with the Hungarian Army against 
the Soviet Union and against the Allied Forces during the war; did 
you not? 

The IntErPRETER. He fought against the Russians, and also against 
the Germans. 

Mr. Morris. During the war, World War II? 

The Lyrerpreter. World War II; yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, I wonder if you could tell us what you—you 
were active in the Smallholders Party, were you not, in the postwar 
period? 

The InTtERPRETER. He was, and he was also secretary to Vidovicj, 
who was the head of the surroundings of Budapest, and he also was 
what we call a governor of a state. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Turani was the governor of the state? 

The IntERPRETER. No; his uncle, Vidovicj, whom he was the 
the secretary to. Turani was the secretary. 

Mr. Morais. Now, you had office in the Smallholders Party, did 
you not? 

The InrerPReTER. He was a member of the Small Land Owners 
Federation during Monsignor Vargas—when he was in Hungary. 


did you not, 
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Mr. Morris. What was his title? 

The InrerPReTER. He was a member of the Small Home Owners 
Federation, some kind of a functionary. 

Mr. Morris. He wasn’t the secretary of that? 

The InrerPReTER. In one department in the suburbs, he was 
secretary. 

Mr. Morris. I see; but he was not the secretary of the general 
party? 

The InTERPRETER. Not the general secretary. He was also a 
member of the representatives without portfolio, under the Pfeifer 
government. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like for the record to show 
that there is a statement—some person came down with these three 
witnesses, who was interested in these witnesses, and has a summari- 
zation of the witnesses’ testimony. I would like the record to show 
that only the testimony coming from this witness is associated with 
this committee today. 

Now, would you tell me what you did after you—tell us what was 
your political activity in the postwar activity? 

The InteRPRETER. After he was released from American prison—he 
was taken American prisoner of war in 1945, and after 5 months he 
was released—and over the radio it was announced that Hungary was 
going to have a democratic type of election, and he went home and 
partook in this election. During this election period he was cam- 
paigning under the Small Land Owners aegis for his uncle, Vidovicj’s 
election to the Parliament. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you take part in the October 23 uprising in 
Hungary? 

The InterPrReTER. Yes. He did partake in the uprising of 1956, 
October 23, actively, and also directively. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what your role in that revolution 
was? 

The InrerRPRETER. In the factory where he was working, under 
illegality 

Mr. Morris. Illegally. 

The InrerpRETER. Yes. He was employed as a blacksmith, and 
they took all the small ammunition, whatever there was around, and 
took them out to the streets to fight with. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you participate in the fighting? 

The InrerpreTER. This lasted 3 or 4 days. They were fighting for 
about 4 days against the Hungarian secret police and against Russians, 
whatever might be the case. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you hear the testimony of the preceding 
witness, that there was a certain amount of demoralization and a 
certain amount of lack of support that the Russians, the Soviet forces 
themselves, experienced in Hungary? 

The Interpreter. The Russians, which were the occupation forces 
of Hungary, they were demoralized completely. Being a military 
man, he noticed it, and they were more or less on the side of the West. 

Mr. Morais. Will you tell us about that in great detail basing 
it on your own experience with the Soviet soldiers? 

The InrERPRETER. He was living very close by a Russian barracks, 
and even the Russian hospital, and he had the opportunity to gather 
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with the Russian soldiers and Russian officers, and when they espe- 
cially had a little drink, they expressed their hatred for the leadership 
of Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Morais. Tell us about that. 

The InrERPRETER. They all said there is no difference between the 
leadership of Rakosi, and Khrushchev and Bulganin in Russia. 
They were hated by the Russian people as much as Rakosi by the 
Hungarian people. These were the words of Russian soldiers and 
officers. 

Senator Hruska. What were their specific complaints? 

The Inrerprerer. They had seen it in Hungary, the great difference 
between the life of the people, and the life of the Russian people in 
Soviet Russia, and they are tired of the demagogs which were given 
to them. There is only one person they thought might have been 
all right, and that is Zhukov, the General Zhukov, whom they claim 
is probably pro-Western and a friend of President Eisenhower. 

Mr. Morais. Now, tell me this: Did this hostility manifest itself 
at all after the uprising began? 

The INTERPRETER. ta When the uprising started, you could see 
on those troops, Soviet troops, the hesitancy, and they did not want 
to cooperate with the orders and they were just in the waiting period. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us what experiences you had with the Russian 
soldiers after the uprising began. 

The Interpreter. He experienced that, at the beginning, if they 
had specific orders, they rather shot over the heads of the people, the 
populace, the ones that were fighting, and they were very friendly 
toward the people. This was the first troops which were in Hungary. 

Mr. Morris. What else can you tell us about that? 

Senator Hruska. Were they the troops which had been garrisoned 
there, or were they the first ones who came there from the outside? 

The InterPrRetTER. He thinks, as far as he could determine, these 
troops, 80,000 to 100,000 or more, were those troops, the ones that 
were garrisoned in Hungary, the ones reluctant to shoot at the 
Hungarians, 

Mr. Morris. How do you know they were reluctant to shoot at the 
Hungarians? 

The Inrerprerer. They had seen the way they behaved, and their 
behaviors they could see. They were very friendly toward the 
Hungarians. 

Mr. Morris. What else did you see? 

The Interpreter. He has seen those trains which were taking 
these Hungarian people into deportation. 

Mr. Morais. Now, did you see—you told us in the executive ses- 
sion, did you not, that you saw defections, actual defections, on the 
part of the Soviet soldiers? 

The Inrerprerer. He has seen actually Russian officers in civilian 
clothes. They were waiting to escape. 

Mr. Morris. And they came and spoke to you, did they not? 

The Inrerpretrer. Yes. The Hungarian people were hiding those 
defectors, 

oe BRIE Can you tell us about that, as you did tell us earlier 
today! 

The Inrerprerer. He says that these Russian soldiers, they were 
afraid that they were going to be liquidated, and therefore they were 
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expecting to join Hungarian units, or any other units which might 
come to help, and there is such a possibility that many even escaped 
into Vienna. 

Mr. Morris. Tell me this: Did you see any Russian officers, 
yourself? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you see them in civilian clothes? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about it? 

The InreRPRETER. These were officers, not very high ranking 
officers, who must have thought of something before, because they all 
obtained civilian clothes and were waiting for something. 

Mr. Morris. Would you ask Captain Turani if he will tell us 
exactly what he saw, and just relate to us his own experiences, what 
he beheld, his own firsthand experiences. 

The INTERPRETER. He says this second phase of the Russian occu- 
pation troops are in such demoralized condition. 

Mr. Morais. Is he not going to answer the question? 

The InrERPRETER. Which? 

Mr. Morais. Tell us what he actually experienced when he en- 
countered these Russian officers in civilian clothes. 

The InrerPRETER. He has spoken to these officers many times, in a 
very long period of time, weeks and weeks, daily, due to the fact that 
he lived close by, and these officers were waiting for something, 
something might happen—help, or such, some sort of uprising, so 
they can join any kind of a new movement. 

Senator Hruska. And did they tell him that? 

The InrerPretTER. They told him that, and they continuously kept 
on telling him that, yes. 

Senator Hruska. And did they tell him that during the days of the 
uprising, when they were in civilian clothes, and did any of them join 
the fighting against their own troops? 

The InrerPReteR. He says when the revolution broke out, then 
they could not contact any more because there was a mobilization 
among them, and they also had the—the Hungarians had ammuni- 
tion. However, he has knowledge, personal knowledge, that many, 
many joined the fighters, many of these Russians. 

Mr. Morris. How do you know that? 

The Inrerpreter. He personally only knows of one case, this 
first lieutenant who joined. However, it was told by the rest of the 
leaders in the revolution that many Russians joined them in the fight. 

Mr. Morais. Tell us about his own experience with the one lieu- 
tenant. 

The Interpreter. The Russians grabbed this one, and the patrols 
took him away and they have not seen him any more. 

Mr. Morris. Now, was there anything else you can tell us about 
this particular phase of the fighting that has to do with the Soviet 
occupation, and the leader of the Soviet troops in Hungary? 

The InrerPrerer. Here is the whole story of the second phase, 
which is—he was caught outside of Budapest, and he and his uncle, 
Vidovicj, got hold of a radio station and they were broadcasting for 
help from the West during this period. 

Mr. Morris. You were broadcasting? 
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The InreRPRETER. Yes. He was reading it into the radio with 
this uncle of his, Vidovicj’s, help. 

Mr. Morris. How sil were you doing that? 

The Interpreter. He did this for five hours continuously, and 
then the Russians came and occupied that town where this happened. 

Mr. Morais. Now, is there anything else you can tell the subeom- 
mittee about your experiences during this particular period? 

The InrerPRETER. You are not interested in what he heard, 
cetera; you are interested in what he——? 

Mr. Morris. What he knows about it. Tell us generally what he 
has learned, and tell us of his experience. 

The INTERPRETER. He knows of a case where the head, which was a 
general of the Russian occupying forces, was liquidated for the simple 
reason that he was reluctant to fight against the Freedom Fighters of 
Hungary. 

Mr. Morris. Who was that general? 

The IntTERPRETER. This happe ned in Papai. It is P-a-p-a-i. 
The name he does not recall, but he was a very high-ranking Soviet 
officer. 

Mr. Morris. Well, I have no more questions of this witness, 
Senator. Do you know something of the deportations that the Soviet 
Union is carrying on against the Hungarian people? 

The InrerpreteR. He himself has spoken to those young kids, 
16-year-old young children, who were taker out, the ones who told 
him that there were tens of thousands of them out in the Ukraine, and 
some of them were released, under age 15 and 16, and he himself has 
spoken to many of those children, with heads all shaven off, and they 
told him there are tens of thousands of them in the Ukraine. 

Mr. Morris. Who were the people you spoke with? 

The INTERPRETER. Sixteen-year-old children. 

Mr. Morris. Where did you see them? 

The INTERPRETER. They came back to Budapest. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, these are people who had already 
gone into the Ukraine, and returned to Budapest? 

The IntEeRPRETER. Released, for some unknown reasons. 

Mr. Morris. And they told you there were tens of thousands of 
people who had been deported to the Ukraine? 

The InrEerPRetTER. Yes; tens of thousands. 

Mr. Morris. How many of these young people did you see in 
Budapest? 

The InrerPReTER. Several. In one of the big buildings they 
introduced these children as they came back. That is where they 
saw them. 

Senator Hruska. At a public meeting? 

The InrerPRETER. This was a big group of buildings where, at 
night, the Russian soldiers returned these children, where they lived. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is there anything more you can tell us about 
the deportations? 

The InrerPrEtTER. These young children were telling him and all 
the other people that the older persons and the intellectuals which 
were taken, they are taking them far inland into Russia. They are 
not going to release them. 

Mr. Morris. Now, can you tell us more about that particular 
subject, deportations? 
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The InrerpPreter. He has seen wagons getting ready for some 
more deportees. 

Mr. Morris. Seen what? 

The INTERPRETER. Seen some of these wagons preparing to be 
taken, and they heard people hollering for help from these wagons, 
and the Russian soldiers were chasing away the civilians from around 
that neighborhood. 

Senator Hruska. When you say “wagons,” you mean those 
railroad cars? 

The InrERPRETER. Railroad wagons, railroad cars; yes. 

Senator Hruska. Were any efforts made to free them or derail the 
trains? 

The InreRPRETER. There were attempts made and, by the time 
they organized into bigger groups to successfully, probably, free these, 
they were taken away, and other attempts were made at the borders. 
Some of them succeeded, some haven’t. They just kept on rolling 
into Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Morris. Do you believe anything could have been done to 
encourage defections of the Soviet soldiers? 

The INTERPRETER. He says that his experience and his knowledge 
of the Russians, is this: Under the United Nations flag, if only just a 
small token force would have appeared, they would never have shot 
on them, and they would have defected. 

Mr. Morris. Now, when you made your broadcast to the West on 
behalf of the Hungarian freedom fighters, what points did you cover 
in your broadcast? 

The INTERPRETER. It is all in here. 

Mr. Morris. Are you the person who made the famous appeal 
from the hidden Radio Rakoczi? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. It was called Petofi, not Rakoczi. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that? 

The INTERPRETER. He s going to submit the whole thing. Here 
is the whole speech, right here, which, if you care to present—— 

Mr. Morris. Sunday, November 4, 1956. Will you tell us speci- 
fically which was the broadcast and the appeal you yourself made 
here? 

The InrerPRETER. It is marked here. 

Mr. Morris (reading): 

Civilized people of the world, listen and come to our aid, not with declarations, 
but with force, with soldiers and arms. Do not forget that there is no stopping 
the wild onslaught of Bolshevism. Your turn will also come, once we perish. 
Save our souls. Save our souls. 

The InTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I recall that that particular broadcast was given 
quite a bit of currency shortly thereafter. 

Are you the person who made that? 

The Inrerpreter. He is the one who occupied this radio station. 
He is the one that read that message. 

Mr. Morais. I think, Senator, that should be in the record. 

Senator Hruska. It will be incorporated in the record at this point. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 422” and 
reads as follows:) 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3359 


Exuipit No, 422 


(THE REVOLT IN HUNGARY, PUBLISHED BY THE FREE EUROPE COMMITTEE, 
NEW YORK CITY, P. 86) 


Civilized people of the world, listen and come to our aid, not with declarations, 
but with force, with soldiers and arms. Do not forget that there is no stopping 
the wild onslaught of Bolshevism. Your turn will also come, once we perish. 
Save our souls. Save our souls. 

Peoples of Europe whom we helped for centuries to withstand the barbaric 
attacks from Asia, listen to the tolling of Hungarian bells warning against dis- 
aster. . . Civilized peoples of the world, we implore you to help us in the 
name of justice, of freedom, of the binding moral principle of active solidarity. 
Our ship is sinking. Light is failing, the shadows grow darker every hour over 
the soil of Hungary. Listen to the cry, civilized peoples of the world, and act; 
extend to us your fraternal hand. 

SOS, SOS—may God be with you. 


Senator Hruska. Now, one other question about these deporta- 
tions before we leave it. 

How were these railroad cars filled? Were they filled—did the 
soldiers just go out and gather boys and young men of this age and 
put them in, or did they have some courts, or did they have some way 
of selecting certain ones that would go into those railroad cars? 

The InrERPRETER. He says all these people were just gathered hap- 
hazardly. Anybody they could get hold of. And they were handled 
with chains and everything else, were shoved into these railroad cars, 
80 to 90 people. The actual capacity of these cars is about 36 men. 
There were 80, even, shoved in, all chained, without keeping any 
record, not knowing who was in it. 

Senator Hruska. Where did they get them; on the streets or 
houses? 

The INTERPRETER. On the streets, houses, anywhere they could. 

Senator Hruska. What were their ages? 

The InrerpretEeR. The ones he has seen specifically, they were 
young children, some of them from 12 years up to 25. 

Senator Hruska. Just men? 

The InrerpPretEeR. There were also women of the same ages, be- 
tween 12 and 15, all mixed up, but not as many as men. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Captain Turani, do you feel that if there had 
been action on the part of the United Nations, under the terms of the 
charter, the absence of which you have deplored here today, do you 
feel that the Soviet Union would be able to move on to aggressions in 
the Middle East, as they are now threatening? 

The InreRPRETER. Any small help that would have come to 
Hungary, the Soviet Union would not have been able to do anything 
in the Near East or Middle East. This is a good example of the 
weakness of the Soviet Union, and the Hungarian revolution is an 
example, and it could be a barometer to the West how weak the 
Soviet Union is. The Soviet Union is not as strong as they like to 
have us believe, but very weak, and the only reason they try to show 
that they are strong, they try to show us how strong they are, because 
never has any actual thing happened that they should stop them in 
their bluffing, which they are actually doing, really. 

Mr. Morris. And do you feel, therefore, that they could commit 


aggressions in the Middle East if ‘they had been preoccupied with the 
Hungarians? 
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The Interpreter. He says he does not believe that the Soviet 
Union could do anything in Asia if somebody would stand against 
them; they could never fight anything against the West. He doesn’t 
believe they would. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions. 

Senator Hruska. If not, we will dismiss this witness, and get into 
the matter set for the committee by Mr. Szeradasi. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you for your testimony. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you very much, Captain, for coming 
before us and giving us your testimony. 

Mr. Morris. Before leaving, Captain Turani, what was the highest 
military grade that you reached? 

The InrerRPReETER. He is, of course—he was demoted, but he was, 
when the war ended, a captain. 

Mr. Morais. I see. 

Are you known sometimes as General Turani? 

The InrEeRPRETER. He does not know of any case where he was 
known as such. He was never a general. 

Senator Hruska. Let the record show that Mr. Szeradasi has been 
sworn, and he will proceed to answer the questions that Mr. Morris 
will give him. 


TESTIMONY OF JENO SZERADASI, THROUGH LOUIS VON CSEH, 
INTERPRETER 


Mr. Morris. Your name is—your first name is J-e-n-o, and your 
last name is S-z-e-r-a-d-a-s-i; is that right? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. When did you come to the United States? 

The InrERPRETER. December 28, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Were you born in Hungary? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. In what year? 

The INTERPRETER. 1914. 

Mr. Morais. Now, will you tell us what your position is with the 
National Revolutionary Council? 

The InreRPRETER. The National Council, vice president; executive 
vice president, you would say. 

Mr. Morais. Of the National Revolutionary Council? 

The Inrerpreter. Of the National Revolutionary Council. 

Mr. Morris. What is or was the National Revolutionary Council? 

The INTERPRETER. It was an anti-Communist organization, which 
was defending the revolutionary movement against the Communist 
government. 

Mr. Morris. Well, when was it formed? 

The InrerpPrRetTER. It was organized October 24, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. That is the day after the outbreak? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

And who was the head of it? 

The Inrerprerer. Dudas. Josef Dudas 

Mr. Morris. He was recently executed, was he not? 

The InrerPRETER. They hung him. 

Mr. Morais. You were the executive vice president of that council? 
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The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morais. I see. 

Now, what is the function of that National Revolutionary Council? 

The InrerPreter. This Revolutionary Council submitted to the 
Communist government the reason the revolution broke out, and 
what is the object of their fights. 

Mr. Morais. You submitted the demands of the Hungarian Revo- 
lutionary Council to the Hungarian Government? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

He himself personally, with Dudas and another one, were in the 
Hungarian Parliament and were negotiating these points which they 
presented. 

Senator Hruska. With whom did they meet? 

The INTERPRETER. With the Imre Nagy government. 

Mr. Morris. The Imre Nagy government? 

The InTeRPRETER. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you meet with Imre Nagy personally? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. What demands did you make with the Imre Nagy 
government? 

The InreRPRETER. They submitted 22 points. The first point was 
that they should create a government which has other factions, repre- 
sentatives, not only the Communist Party. 

The second point, to immediately denounce the Warsaw Pact. 

Mr. Morris. The Warsaw Pact? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

The third point, the immediate withdrawal of the Russian troops 
from Hungary. 

The fourth, as Austria is neutral, Hungary should declare its 
neutrality. 

The fifth, which he emphasizes is very important, that the Hun- 
garian Government should go to the United Nations and tell them it 
cannot fulfill the obligations of the peace treaty while they are under 
Soviet domination. 

Mr. Morris. Unless they are out from under Soviet domination? 

The InrerPRETER. That is right. Out from. 

The free election is the sixth. The free election should be super- 
vised by the Four Powers. The elections should be supervised by 
the United States, France, England, and the Soviet Union. 

The seventh, the immediate denunciation of all the treaties they 
have. All treaties which they have, industrial and commercial, with 
the Soviet Union should be denounced and new treaties be made, 
international treaties. They should bring it to the attention of the 
people, the statistics of everything that was taken away from Hungary. 
And all the laws concerning workers, and so forth, should be rewritten, 
as is done internationally. 

The immediate permission of everybody’s free travel to the West. 

The United Nations should immediately expel the Hungarian 
representatives in the United Nations. 

Senator Hruska. The present representatives? 

The InterpPReEtTER. The present ones, yes. 

And there should be representatives sent, the ones sent by the 
Hungarian people. 
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Imre accepted this 22-point declaration, and promised next day at 
9 o’clock he was going to have an answer for them. Imre Nagy prom- 
ised this, and also shuffled around his government, which is over here, 
what he did. 

On October 30, Imre Nagy shuffled his government, which then 
consisted of Bela Kovacs, Smallholder; Zoltan Tildy, Smallholder; and 
Ferenc Erdei, Peasant Party; and three Communists. 

The National Council were not satisfied with this. 

Mr. Morris. That is, the National Revolutionary Council was not 
satisfied? 

The InreERPRETER. Was not satisfied. They gathered the repre- 
sentatives of the armed revolutionaries, and all the workers’ organiza- 
tions and all the unions, and then the result of this gathering was that 
Imre Nagy shuffled his government again, and only himself, as a Com- 
munist, was retained, and they elected from the other parties, such as 
Zoltan Tilday, Smallholder; Bela Kovacs, Smallholder; Istvan B. 
Szabo, Smallholder; Anna Kethly, Social Democrat; Gyula Kelemen, 
Social Democrat; Jozsef Fischer, Social Democrat; and Istvan Bibo, 
Petofi Peasant, Peasant Party. 

The weakness of the Imre Nagy government was that between Octo- 
ber 27 to November 3 they were fumbling around, and this gave the 
Soviet Union the time to come in with new troops. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you hear the testimony of Mr. Fonagy 
yesterday, that there was going to be—that the National Revolu- 
tionary Parliament is organizing, or the Hungarian people will rise 
up and complete the third phase of the revolution? 

The INTERPRETER. He agrees with everything Fonagy said. How- 
ever, he goes further. He says the revolution didn’t cease. The 
revolution continues on, although there are no actual fightings. And 
when and if this third phase of the revolution comes, it is going to be 
a much bigger—on a bigger scale—and probably better organized 
than it was before. 

The Hungarian people lost everything, so it is going to be a much 
bigger revolution than the October 23 one. 

Senator Hruska. When the witness says that the fighting, the 
revolution is still going on, what specific acts are they doing to carry 
on that revolution now? 

The Inrerpreter. They are working and making all the contacts 
with all the people who are revolutionists and they are going to be in a 
better position to lead a revolution than they were in October. 

Senator Hruska. Can it be said that they are organizing? 

The InrerPrReTER. Organizing, yes; that is what they are doing. 

Senator Hruska. Are they doing any sabotage or any slowdown 
of production? 

The Interpreter. Yes. Hesays that they are continuing sabotage 
and, practically, there is no production in Hungary, even their own 
statistics show our production went down to 30 percent instead of being 
100 percent like it was before the revolution. ¥ 

Senator Hruska. Was the Parliament against all Communists, 
whether Hungarian or Russian Communists, or did they confine 
their efforts to just one of those? 

The Interpreter. He said that it was an anti-Communist organiza- 
tion that fought against all Communists who were under Soviet 
domination. 
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Mr. Morris. Was that exactly the Senator’s question? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now, would a form of national Hungarian 
communism satisfy the Hungarians at this juncture of history? 

The InrerpReETER. No, it would not. The Hungarian people are 
so against even the word “communism” that when they hear that. they 
immediately revolt, be it any form or shape. 

Mr. Morris. What happened to Mr. Dudas? 

The InrerpPRETER. They executed him. 

Mr. Morris. Were you nearby when that happened? When 
was the execution? 

The InrerpReETER. He said, when he returned the second time to 
Hungary. 

Mr. Morris. Just a minute. When did you first leave Hungary? 

The InTtERPRETER. November, the 4th and the 5th, in the night. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony you sometime subsequently 
returned to Hungary? 

The Interpreter. He returned to Hungary December 4 and De- 
cember 8 he arrived in Budapest. 

Mr. Morris. I see. What was the purpose of your trip into 
Budapest in December? 

The INTERPRETER. His main purpose was to destroy all evidence, 
documents; and also to try to bring other people out into Austria. 

Mr. Morris. What documents did you try to destroy? 

The Interpreter. The national council’s documents. 

Mr. Morris. In other words he was going to destroy the documents 
of the National Revolutionary Council? 

The Inrerpreter. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Why were you going to do that? 

The Interpreter. They were is such place that, well, if it was 
found by the antirevolutionaries or the present form of Government, 
it would create many—a lot of trouble. A lot of people would be 
executed whose names were on this document. 

Mr. Morais. So your purpose in coming back into Budapest was 
to destroy the records that might embarass or get into trouble members 
of the National Revolutionary Party? 

The Inrerprerer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. All right. What happened when you went into 
Budapest? 

The InrerPReETER. He says, this time the Russians with Hungarian 
civilians, who he doesn’t know, probably six people, went from house 
to house and were gathering those people who actually fought in the 
revolution. 

Mr. Morris. The Soviet-occupying forces were therefore going 
around gathering up people who fought in the revolution? 

The InterpReETER. Yes, sir. He had seen it himself and he was 
instructed by people that he should not go near any of the Soviet 
troops because they were gathering those people who fought. 

Mr. Morris. What else happened? Did you see Dudas? 

The Inrerpreter. He has not seen Dudas. He has spoken to 
his wife and Dudas, through his wife, told him he was not willing to 
leave Hungary. 

Mr. Morais. All right. Did you see Dudas when you went there? 

The InrerpxeTer. No. He did not. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, you did see his wife? 

The Interpreter. He did see his wife. 

Mr. Morris. And Dudas conveyed a message through his wife he 
was not going to leave Hungary? 

The InrerPReETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And did you suggest to Dudas that he leave? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, he said he jtold him—he told him that he 
definitely can get out because there are still some people sympathetic 
at the border with the revolution. 

Mr. Morris. Then what happened to Dudas ultimately? 

The Inrerprerer. They arrested him. 

Mr. Morris. And he was executed? 

The InrerpRETER. Yes; they hung him. 

Mr. Morris. When was that? 

The Inrerprerer. The witness was in Austria when it came to his 
notice Dudas was hung. 

Senator Hruska. Did he have a trial? 

The Iyrerprerer. His only knowledge is what he read in the paper. 

Senator Hruska. And what was that? 

The InreRPRETER. That was, he was under an emergency court, 
statarium, they call it, in which he was found guilty, and he was 
executed. 

Senator Hruska. And the date? 

The InrerRPRETER. He does not know, but it is easy to find out the 
date. 

Mr. Morris. It was late December, was it not? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, it was late in December. 

Mr. Morris. And when did you come to the United States? 

The InteRPRETER. December 28, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Now, are you endeavoring to keep alive the National 
Revolutionary Council, you as the vice chairman? 

The InrERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you feel there is going to be continued re- 
sistance on the part of your people in Hungary? 

The InrERPRETER. He definitely knows, he doesn’t think but he 
knows, that they do. 

Mr. Morris. And you, yourself, took part in the fighting, did you 
not? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us generally what you did? 

The INTERPRETER. Well, he shot. 

Mr. Morris. Did you carry out for a long period of time those 
shooting activities? 

The IntERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Was it street fighting and did you shoot at 
Russian soldiers or the secret police or what? 

The InrerpRETER. First, they were shooting at the Hungarian 
secret police and a couple of days later at the Russians and during this 
fighting several Russian armored cars joined them—two tanks— 
joined the Hungarian revolutionaries and fought on their side. They 
helped them to shoot the Hungarian secret police. 

Do you want to hear what he has just been telling me? 

Senator Hruska. If it bears on that question. 
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The InreRPRETER. Well, it does. And then he said they got into 
some sort of an armistice with the Russians which they broke on the 
28th of October and started shooting. 

Senator Hruska. Who broke the armistice? 

The INTERPRETER. The Russians. At 3:30 in the morning they 
came with 20 tanks and started shooting the Hungarians. Then he 
was among them. 

Mr. Morris. You are an artist by profession; are you not? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did you attend the university? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. At the art school. 

Mr. Morris. And do you hold a degree? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any experience with Soviet defections 
among the troops in Hungary? 

The INTERPRETER. Due to the fact that among themselves they 
had many Russians fighting—he knows that—and one of the points 
of the Hungarian Revolutionary Council, they said that any Russian 
that defects and joins them are going to be Hungarian citizens and 
going to get complete—how do you say that? 

Senator Hruska. Amnesty? 

The InterRPRETER. Amnesty. 

Senator Hruska. In other words, that was the declaration of the 
National Hungarian 

The InrERPRETER. Revolutionary Council. 

Mr. Morris. That if any Soviet soldiers would join them they 
would have amnesty. 

The InrerPRETER. And become American citizens, if they wished. 

Senator Hruska. You mean Hungarian? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. How long do you plan to stay in America? 

The InrerPretEeR. He says that depends mostly on the United 
States and the other free nations. When and if Hungary becomes 
a free country and they are going to have free elections, he desires to 
return then. 

Senator Hruska. Will he accompany Mr. Fonagy to the United 
Nations to testify there? 

The InrerPRETER. He would like to. However, he has no knowl- 
edge at present if he is to be heard. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Rusher has a few questions and I don’t think 
they will be long. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. 

Mr. RusHer. Who gave you this document—would you please tell 
us briefly what it is? 

The Interpreter. The Hungarian Optical Workers sent this to— 
not him but with demands. Do you want me to translate that? 

Mr. Rusuer. No, I don’t want it translated just yet. Tell me, 
was this forwarded through the National Revolutionary Council? 

The InrerpreterR. The Optical Workers’ Council joined the 
Hungarian National Revolutionary Council and then through the 
Hungarian National Revolutionary Council they had it transmitted 
to the Hungarian Government. 

Mr. RusHer. Were there many such sets of demands forwarded 


through the National Revolutionary Council to the Nagy Govern- 
ment? 
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The Inrerprerer. Yes, very many of these were submitted to us. 
Not only the optical workers but all of the peasants and intellectuals 
and different factories presented their demands. 

Mr. Rusuer. But this is typical of the demands? 

The Interpreter. This is a typical demand. They—— 

Mr. RusHer. Now, I notice—go ahead. 

The InrerPreTEeR. The only reason he submitted this is because 
here you can see that the Hungarian workers or the Hungarian people 
would not ally themselves with any Marxist ideas, et cetera. He 
wants to emphasize that fact. 

Mr. RusHer. Would you summarize this for us, just briefly, the 
substance of the document? I notice there seem to be two demands 
listed, as I understand it. 

The Inrerpreter. The Hungarian Optical Workers, through their 
duly elected representatives, are putting these demands forward: 

We demand that the Soviet Union should immediately start withdrawing their 
troops from Hungary. 


Only after this demand is met can they say that they will start the work in their 
plant. 

We demand from the Hungarian National Government that they should im- 
mediately withdraw the present delegates to the United Nations and send out 
duly elected delegates from the present Hungarian National Government and they 


should be instructed to instruct the people of the West of the Hungarian people’s 
plight. 


The"above? demands¥we want to be broadcast through radio so every worker 
should know all those demands. 

Mr. RusHer. Over the Hungarian radio? 

The INTERPRETER. Over their radios; yes. 

The Hungarian optical workers are only going to start work if 
the’National Government broadcasts this through radio and some of 
their demands are met. 

Mr. Rusuer. Senator, if you approve I would submit this for the 
record, with an appropriate and more thoroughly worked out trans- 
lation as a typical set of demands, demands that were forwarded by 
the workers in one factory through the Hungarian National Revolu- 
tionary Council to the Government, and they are typical, as the 
witness has said, of the demands by other workers and the peasants, 
and so on. 

Senator Hruska. It will be placed in the record with instructions 
to the staff that appropriate translations will be procured. 

(The document referred to was marked}‘Exhibit No. 423” and is 
translated as follows:) 


Exuisir No. 423 


To Imre NaGy, President of the National Council of Ministers, Budapest: 
The workers of the Hungarian Optical Works have elected their temporary 
Workers’ Council and have brought the following resolutions: 

(1) We demand that the withdrawal of Soviet troops stationed in Hungary 
be immediately begun, because only in this way do we see the possibility 
of securing decent working conditions in order to begin work. 

(2) We ask the Hungarian National Government that it revoke the 
powers of the old government’s delegate to the United Nations, and that it 
send a new delegate who would represent the demands of the Hungarian 
people fighting for its independence. Also that the government give 
progress reports of the activity of this new delegation to the Hungarian 
working people. 
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We ask that the above resolutions be broadcast by the Hungarian radio. 
The Workers’ Council has seen to it that by multiplication this document has 
been brought to the attention of other factory workers. 

According to the expressed wishes of the workers of the Hungarian Optical 
Works, the Workers’ Council is so disposed that the workers will only begin 
work if the delegation to your Council of Ministers has met with success and 
when, through the radio, you shall announce this success and ask the workers 
to return. 


Tue TEMPORARY WORKERS’ COUNCIL OF THE 
HuNGARIAN OpTicaL WORKS. 


Senator Hruska. Mr. Witness, during these times you have de- 
scribed, did you get news of what was happening in Poland? 

The Inrerpreter. Due to the fact that there were some of those 
people with whom the connection was held with the Polish workers— 
he cannot mention any names. However, for years they have been 
in contact with the Polish movement. 

Senator Hruska. Did they receive word about the uprising in 
Poland that occurred during October? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, they had knowledge. 

Senator Hruska. How did they get that knowledge? Through 
newspapers or radio? 

The Interpreter. No, through courier. 

Senator Hruska. That is the underground? 

The InTeRPRETER. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. What was the thinking of the Hungarian Parli- 
ment and members of the Hungarian National Government about 
that? Your people? 

The Interpreter. They had submitted this to the Hungarian 
people as an example of the Polish fight. 

Senator Hruska. And they did that to encourage the Hungarian 
people to also arise and take action? 

he INTERPRETER. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. Did they approve of what happened in Poland? 

The INTERPRETER. Yes, they did. 

Senator Hruska. Of course in Poland they simply changed the form 
of communism. They did not abolish communism. 

The Interpreter. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. And to that extent perhaps the Hungarians were 
not satisfied. Might not that be true? 

The INTERPRETER. That is the same thing to the Hungarian people 
as the other. 

Senator Hruska. But they did get some comfort out of the idea 
that the Russian Communists had been defied and that they were 
resisted? 

The InterPRETER. The real—the little gain which the Poles prob- 
ably obtained through the revolution again shows the weakness of the 
Soviet Union and the Hungarian people therefore got a little more 
momentum from that fact that they are not so strong and if any help 
would come from the United Nations or from the West they would 
probably—it would probably prove what the Hungarian people think 
of the Soviet Union, that they are not so strong, but without any 
help they cannot do anything. 

Mr. Norris. Do you have any connections in the underground in 
the Soviet Union? 

The INTERPRETER. No, sir. 
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Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to introduce into the 
record and possibly ask a question or two of this particular witness 
about it, a press release and a report issued. 

It is a joint FAO mission report, Senator Hruska. The FAO is the 
Food and Agricultural Organization in the United Nations. It is a 
specialized agency of the United Nations. At the head is the new 
Director General, Mr. Sen, an Indian. He was recently elected as 
Director General of the FAO. 

Now, after the United Nations team had been authorized to conduct 
a fact-finding tour of Hungary and was turned down, a team repre- 
senting the FAO and the United Nations apparently did get into Hun- 
gary and they issued a report and.I have that report and press release 
issued January 23, 1957, and I would like this for the record and point 
out just a few things. 


Senator Hruska. It will be received in the record. 
(The documents referred to were marked exhibit No. 424 and 424—A 
and read as follows:) 


Exutpsit No. 424 
Foop AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 


NortH AMERICAN REGIONAL OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 23, 1957. 
(The following press story has been received from FAO Rome Headquarters 
and is reissued from the North American Regional Office for reference purposes.) 


SuBsTANTIAL Foop Imports NEEDED By HunGary, UN/FAO Mission Reports 


Rome, January 18—A joint UN/FAO mission reported today that the people 
of Hungary urgently need “substantial imports’ of agricultural supplies and an 
assurance of regular deliveries from the farms if they are to be assured an adequate 
food supply between now and the next harvest. The mission’s report on the 
country’s food and agricultural needs was made public simultaneously by the 
Food and Agriculture Organization and the United Nations. 

B. R. Sen, Director General of FAO, said the estimates of food and agricultural 
needs listed in the agricultural chapter of the report had already been submitted 
to member governments likely to be able to supply at short notice some of the 
required goods, and that already he had received intimations that part of the 
requirements, including all of the needed seed supplies, could be found. 

The report said that a combination of a bad 1956 crop and the disruption of 
normal field work during the recent political upheaval have made it essential to 
raise agricultural production in 1957 to the “highest possible level.” Otherwise, 
it warned, a period of critical shortage would develop in the summer and Hungary 
would have to prolong its dependence on external sources of supply. 

The report was prepared by a joint mission composed of Phillipe de Seynes, 
U. N. Undersecretary in charge of relief for Hungary; Dr. F. T. Wahlen, Director 
of the Agriculture Division of FAO; Arthur Ewing, Chief of the Steel, Engineering 
and Housing Section of the U. N. Economic Commission for Europe, and Pierre 
Sinard, Chief of the FAO/ECE Joint Agriculture Division. It was in Budapest 
from January 4to7. The full report, released at U. N. Headquarters today, deals 
with the needs of the Hungarian people under the additional categories of industry 
and transport, housing and economic policy. 

Its introduction noted that the mission, undertaken in pursuance of humani- 
tarian resolution of the U. N. General Assembly, was exploratory, and that the 
findings were based on information made available by the Hungarian authorities 
and information gathered in recent years on the Hungarian economy by the 
Secretariats of the U. N. and of FAO. It also drew on a memorandum on relief 
action prepared earlier by the International Committee of the Red Cross. By 
agreement with the U. N., the ICRC is the sole agent for channelling supplies 
and employing funds contributed to the U. N. Relief Fund. The agreement pro- 
vides in addition for action by the specialized Agencies within their fields of 
competence. The UN/FAO mission’s report supports an ICRC proposal to estab- 
lish an expanded program of emergency relief towards basic needs for the period 
January 15 to July 15. 
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Dr. Wahlen, in a summary submitted to Mr. Sen, pointed out that the most 
critical factor in the Hungarian economy is shortage of coal and power, and warned 
that this together with other factors ‘‘may lead to inflation, and thus severely 
affect the prices of food supplies.” ; 

Even as the report was being prepared in final form, FAO was approaching 
certain governments to secure their cooperation in meeting the needs revealed in 
the report. A preliminary survey made in Geneva and Vienna in late December 
by Dr. Wahlen and Mr. Sinard indicated that some 15,000 tons of seed would be 
needed for spring planting. The Director General made available information on 
the quantities of various types of seeds which would be needed. And when Dr. 
Wahlen returned from the joint UN/FAO mission Mr. Sen communicated further 
information on other agricultural needs to governments which might be in position 
to satisfy them. 

“Thus far,’”’? Mr. Sen said, “I have every hope that the greater proportion of 
the immediate food and agricultural needs can be met.” 

The Agricultural portion of the report emphasized that the estimates of aid 
needs were aimed primarily at maintaining the agricultural production apparatus, 
in the interest of ensuring future food supplies. 

“Examination on the spot and discussions with the Hungarian authories’’ Dr. 
Whalen’s summary said, ‘Shave shown that the supply of seeds, feeds, and ferti- 
lizers is the most effective way of accomplishing this goal.’””’ The Hungarian 
authorities had agreed that, insofar as aid goods were furnished as donations, 
FAO “shall exercise a control for their correct distribution along the lines of con- 
trol exercised by the International Committee of the Red Cross for the distribution 
of goods supplied by them.” 

Dr. Wahlen said the food situation at the time of the mission’s visit was “not 
alarming.’’ Basic foods were available and price levels had been largely main- 
tained. 

But there were some disturbing indications of what the future might bring. 
Among them were cited delays at food-distribution points, the slaughter of val- 
uable breeding stock because of feed shortages, the disruption of the output of 
food-processing plants, the rapid dwindling of reserve stocks to keep abreast of 
day-to-day demand, the suspension of exports, and the probable effect on prices 
of the abolition in November of the policy of compulsory deliveries by farmers of 
their products at fixed prices. On this latter point, the UN/FAO report said: 

“Such far-reaching changes in economic behavior may well be accompanied by 
oecasional temporary dislocation in deliveries, and it should be pointed out that 
even a temporary falling-off in the supply of certain products would inevitably 
lead to a spectacular rise in prices, consumers’ purchasing power being for the 
moment quite high. Difficulties are being experienced in estimating the probable 
timing of deliveries from farms, since no comparable situation has existed in recent 
years which might furnish a basis of estimation.”’ 

‘‘Nevertheless, farmers have increasingly come to regard the removal of com- 
pulsory deliveries as an essential step in the improvement of rural conditions 
and to that extent they have now obtained satisfaction. The most recent official 
declarations contain for the time being no reference to or modifications of the 
arrangements announced in November, and it appears that from now on it is 
the play of the forces of supply and demand which will decide the way in which 
agricultural production will develop.” 

The report said emergency measures needed to assist the recovery of agricultural 
production include: 

Provision of some 15,000 tons of seeds (spring wheat, spring barley, oats, and 
seed potatoes) for spring planting to help in offsetting the 30 to 40 percent deficit 
in autumn sowings. 

Provision of about 50,000 tons of chemical fertilizers for use in the spring, to 
make up for the loss of current production due to fuel shortages and transport 
difficulties. 

To combat a “serious” livestock feed situation, 300,000 tons of coarse grains 
must be provided between January and March. 

The report also estimated food imports needed between now and the next 
harvest at 400,000 tons of wheat, 20,000 tons of sugar, 10,000 tons of lard and 
10,000 tons of tallow. As lower-priority items it listed 1,000 tons of cocoa beans, 
1,000 tons of coffee, 100 tons of pepper, 5,000 tons of lemons and 2,000 tons of 
oranges. 

Meat, the report said, was presently in plentiful supply due to the widespread 
slaughter of stock because of lack of feed. All available refrigeration space was 
filled to capacity and arrangements have been made to use facilities in neighboring 
countries. These stocks would in part offset the shortfall in meat production 
expected during the summer. 


93215—57—pt. 49-6 
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Exuisit No. 424-A 


INTRODUCTION 


1. A visit to Budapest from 4 to 7 January was undertaken jointly by the 
United Nations and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
in pursuance of Resolutions 1004 (ES—11) and 1006 (ES-11) by which the General 
Assembly inter alia resolved to undertake on a large scale, immediate aid for 
Hungary, and requested the Secretary-General in consultation with the heads of 
the appropriate specialized agencies to enquire into the needs of the Hungarian 
people for relief supplies and to report thereon to the General Assembly. 

2. The mission was one of enquiry and not one to negotiate on any matters 
with the Hungarian authorities. The following report is based on information 
made available to it by the Hungarian Government in the course of three days’ 
intensive consultations. The information which has been gathered in recent years 
on the Hungarian economy in the secretariats of the United Nations (particularly 
the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Europe) and of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization considerably facilitated the task of appraising the effects 
of recent developments. The mission had also with it a memorandum on relief 
action for Hungary prepared at an earlier date by the International Committee 
. = ee Cross in cooperation with the Hungarian Red Cross and the Ministry 
of Supplies. 

It was possible for the mission to revise and complete the estimates made in 
this memorandum in the light of additional and more recent information. The 
mission, furthermore, consulted the Directors-General of the International Labour 
Office, the World Health Organization and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organizations as well as with the President of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red Cross and the President of the League of Red 
Cross Societies. 

3. The national economy of Hungary has suffered a severe setback as a result 
of recent events. The fighting and subsequent unrest resulted in extensive damage 
to buildings, the destruction and depletion of stocks of food and goods, the loss 
of skilled labour and the virtual cessation of work in many sectors of the economy. 
The present situation is conditioned not only by these events but also by a rel- 
atively poor harvest in 1956 and by the changes being implemented as a result 
of the current rethinking of economic objectives. 

4. There is at present a lack of fodder necessary to maintain livestock through 
the winter months, as well as a lack of seed for the spring sowing, and of fertiliser. 
There is also the prospect of food shortage from May until the next wheat harvest. 
The short fall in coal production has already brought certain sectors of the economy 
to a standstill with the result of widespread unemployment. Furthermore, infla- 
tionary pressures are mounting due to increased pressure of consumer demand 
upon depleted supplies. 

5. The relief requirements of the Hungarian people can be assessed “7 in the 
light of the overall economic conditions at present prevailing and it has therefore 
been necessary to review these conditions in this report. Moreover, it is clear 
that steps designed to restore productive capacity will reduce both the duration 
and the volume of relief needs. The determination, however, of where relief ends 
and rehabilitation begins, in this situation, is not one where economic considera- 
tions are paramount. 

6. With regard to relief programmes the International Committee of the Red 
Cross under the terms of the agreement between the Committee and the United 
Nations signed on 4 December 1956 is the sole agent for the channelling of supplies 
and the utilization of funds contributed to the United Nations Relief Fund. The 
mission had the opportunity to observe at first hand the field operations of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the Hungarian Red Cross whose 
work is widely publicized in Hungary; the administration and distribution of 
supplies by these bodies are exemplary. A section of this Report refers to the 
programme of the Committee and to the proposals for expansion for the present 
ICRC activities through 15 July 1957 after which the Red Cross proposes to dis- 
continue its relief activities inside Hungary. 
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CHAPTER I. AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SUPPLY 


Minimum conditions for recovery 


1. An adequate food supply to the population of Hungary between now and 
the next harvest can only be assured, under present circumstances, given two 
conditions: 

(a) that substantial imports take place urgently, so as to compensate in 
part for the abnormally low production of 1956; 

(b) that the supplies becoming available from agriculture in the coming 
months will be marketed in a regular and continuous manner. 

These two imperatives dictate the whole food supply policy of the govern- 
ment. Any reduction in the volume of imports which is envisaged or any pro- 
longed suspension of deliveries from farms would, without any question, endanger 
the supply of the large cities and towns and would aggravate a food situation 
which is already difficult. 

2. It is moreover essential that every effort should be made to raise agricultural 

roduction in 1957 to the highest possible level, especially crop production. 

he events of recent months have held back fieldwork, in particular the autumn 
sowing of cereals. If this lost time cannot be made up, the insufficiency of 
national supplies would not only prevent Hungary, which in the past has been a 
traditional exporter of agricultural products, from maintaining its flow of foreign 
trade during the coming year, but would also prolong its dependence on external 
sources of supply. 


Shortcomings of 1956 domestic supplies 


3. The deficit in production in 1956 can be attributed for the most part to the 
long dry period which was experienced. The production of both bread grains 
and coarse grains was greatly diminished thereby, and fodder crops and pastures 
were similarly affected. Furthermore, since the food processing industry was and 
continues to be interrupted for a long period by the shortage of transport facilities 
and of coal! (especially in the case of sugar beet factories), certain industrial 
byproducts which normally become available for feeding to livestock have been 
at least partially lacking. For these reasons the feed supply situation for breed- 
ing and fattening livestock is very difficult. 


Effects of changed system of marketing 


4. Until a few months ago the food supply of the urban centres depended 
essentially on the compulsory deliveries which farmers were called upon to make, 
and the purchase price of these quantities was fixed by the State. In the early 
part of November this system was abolished. Henceforward farmers, whether 
they operate private farms or whether they belong to a cooperative farm, can 
dispose freely of part or all of their produce to individual consumers. If sales 
are not made directly to consumers, the farmers have to deliver their products to 
the trade organizations which collect and distribute under regulations made by 
the Ministry of Internal Trade. All those transactions, however, take place at 
prices freely arrived at, and this applies at all stages of distribution. 

5. Such far-reaching changes in economic behaviour may well be accompanied 
by occasional temporary dislocation in deliveries and it should be pointed out 
that even a temporary falling off in the supply of certain products would inevitably 
lead to a spectacular rise in prices,? consumers’ purchasing power being for the 
moment quite high. Difficulties are being experienced in estimating the probable 
timing of deliveries from farms, since no comparable situation has existed in 
recent years which might furnish a basis of estimation. Nevertheless, farmers 
have increasingly come to regard the removal of compulsory deliveries as an 
essential step in the improvement of rural conditions, and to that extent they 
have now obtained satisfaction. The most recent official declarations contain for 
the time being no reference to or modifications of the arrangements announced 
in November, and it appears that from now on it is the play of the forces of supply 
= a. which will decide the way in which agricultural production will 

evelop. 


1 In these respects serious difficulties still exist. [Footnotes are those of issuing ageney. 
3 This has already happened for certain products, such as eggs. 
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Current food situation in Budapest 


6. At the time when the mission was carried out, the food situation in Budapest 
(and, it seems, in other large cities) was on the whole satisfactory. The basic 
commodities, bread and milk, were obtainable without rationing, though often 
only after a period of waiting, due to the reduction in the number of points of sale. 
Meat was plentiful, this being normally the time of seasonal surplus, aggravated 
this year by the scarcity of feeds which forces farmers to sell animals; vegetables 
were arriving from the surrounding districts in sufficient quantities but without 
much variety to choose from; fruit, consisting almost entirely of apples, was scarce 
and of poor quality. 

The price levels fixed before October have been more or less maintained for the 
essential foodstuffs, although for other products (notably eggs and paprika) con- 
siderably higher prices have been recorded. This satisfactory situation has only 
been maintained by rapidly drawing upon the stocks. In addition, exports of 
agricultural products have been totally stopped during the past few months, 
while a certain quantity of imports have continued to arrive. 


Immediate tasks 


7. Three main problems arise for the Hungarian food and agricultural services 
at the present time. 

(a) to make available to farmers without delay the means of production 
which are needed in preparation for the harvest of 1957, and for the main- 
tenance of livestock; 

(b) to secure the regular delivery of produce from the farms under the new 
system of free marketing; and 

(c) to make plans for such imports as are indispensable. 

These three points are developed more fully below. 


(a) Emergency measures to assist the recovery of agricultural production 
(i) Seeds.— 


8. Up to the present time it has been not possible to complete the programme of 
autumn sowings.*’ If normal weather conditions prevail in the coming months, 
this delay could be made up by prolonging the period of spring sowing. Early- 
ripening varieties of wheat, barley, and oats which are not available locally in 
sufficient quantities would have to be obtained. The requirements for these 
seeds are stated to be as follows: 


Tons 
Ce ae ae he rie a a we te ne win 5, 000 
Ne i an wo na 5, 000 
Dak cake cca chee occ enema teks ed cee cae eR a ees has ee ent 2, 000 


A list of the varieties which are requested has recently been drawn up by the 
Hungarian agronomic services, which communicated it directly to FAO. That 
Organisation has already initiated action with a number of its member govern- 
ments in Western Europe where the desired varieties might be available. It 
appears that it will be possible to meet the needs expressed in large measure, 
either in the form of gifts or by means of a barter exchange (e. g. seed barley 
against an undertaking by Hungary to furnish the equivalent quantity of malting 
barley after the harvest), or through the normal channels of trade. 

Similar provisions have already been made by FAO to secure the supply to 
Hungary in the near future of 2,500 tons of seed potatoes and 400 tons of hybrid 
maize seeds. 

In the event that gifts are forthcoming, their distribution would be controlled 
according to a procedure similar to that at present being followed for International 
Red Cross supplies. 

(ii) Fertilisers. — 

9. Production in 1957 could also be increased if chemical fertilisers were put 
at the disposal of farmers in relatively large quantities. 

Fertiliser consumption has remained low in Hungary in comparison to the more 
advanced countries of Europe. Production in 1955 amounted to 12,800 tons of 
pure N and 28,800 tons of P,O;. It is difficult to estimate what will be the 
shortfall in fertiliser production due to the recent and continuing fuel shortage 
as well as transport and other difficulties, but it is safe to consider that the reduc- 
tion will correspond to no less than three months’ output. The most immediate 
need, which is for nitrogen fertilisers for use in the spring, is on all available 
evidence considerable. 


3 According to some estimates, the area sown with cereals this winter amounts to only 60 or 70% of the 
area normally sown. 


-_ 
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(iii) Livestock production.— 

10. The Hungarian feed situation is serious. The harvest of coarse grains, 
and especially of maize, was about 30 percent below that of the previous year. 
Fodder crops were also poor. 


Production of certain cereals 


[Million tons] 


| Average 





| 
1954 1955 1956 (Prelim- 
1950-55 | inary 

| estimates 
on etimorionl ances “ = red a a -_ js 
i Ne ed | 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.6 
Gaile... ; ee . ee 0.15 0.15 0.2 0.15 
BNNs as os a5 we csetssecccssccucecoucseecsai 2.3 2.5 2.9 | £3 
| Eee — ew _ - = 
ete. ook ., thd BPR ele 3.15 | 3. 25 3.9 | 3. 05 


Breeding stock (at breeding stations) and some of the stock for meat produc- 
tion (specialized pig-producing enterprises) are particularly threatened. Their 
feed supply in the past depended mainly on compulsory deliveries coming from 
cooperative farms and family farms. These deliveries were stopped shortly after 
the maize harvest, with the result that no stocks of coarse grains were built up 
by the livestock enterprises. 

11. In order to maintain the numbers of pedigree livestock and to fatten the 
pigs which the specialized enterprises now have, 150,000 tons of coarse grains 
(essentially barley and maize) are urgently requested by the authorities. The 
delivery timetable, they consider, should be as follows: 


Tons 
Before the end of January___________-- IE A ET ap nial a le Se Co 20, 000 
Ne nn eee eaten ta teanesbae 60, 000 


eg ty EN Cate lila BRA adel splat Hote, iyi Apel dias tema ie hte ERTS 70, 000 


The needs for the next two or three weeks will be met by a consignment of 
barley promised by the USSR and now onits way. There have been negotiations 
with China and 150,000 tons of coarse grains will be provided by that country; it 
is not expected, however, that delivery will take place before April or May. 
Should these supplies not be forthcoming within the arranged time, the previously 
mentioned minimum requirement of 150,000 tons would have to be increased 
proportionately. 


(b) Encouragement of deliveries from farms 
12. To encourage deliveries from farms, three series of measures have been 
taken or are envisaged: 

(i) as indicated above, steps have been taken to obtain by trade negotia- 
tion or other ways, means of production for which the farmers urgently ask. 

(ii) concerning domestic production, important changes have been made 
to the regulations which were previously applied. Farmers are under no 
obligation as regards their production plans, and they can dispose of their 
produce in any way they wish. They have obtained the right to dissolve 
the cooperative farms previously created, if they so desire* The machine- 
tractor stations must in the future be at the disposal of all and they must 
become self-financing independent concerns. During discussions mention 
was made of the Government’s intention to proceed with the sale to private 
farmers of land bglonging to the State or to local communities. The purchase 
and renting of land is authorised so as to enable family farms to adapt their 
area to the labour which they have at their disposal. 

(iii) finally, the Hungarian supply services are concerned to provide 
farmers with the various consumer goods which they need. The new priorities 
allocated to the industries which produce these goods, which are dealt with 
elsewhere in this report, partly reflect this concern. 





4 It seems that about 50 percent (or 2,000 in number) of the cooperative farms existing at the end of October 
have been dissolved. It is reported that some have been reestablished in a modified form. 
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(c) Food imports and requirements: forecasis for the coming months 

13. The food requirements to be covered by imports relate both to basic com- 
modities (cereals, sugar, fats) and to products often considered to be less in- 
dispensable (coffee, cocoa, oranges, etc.). Moreover, a serious shortage of meat 
might appear during the summer months if the coarse grains necessary for the 
ee and fattening of the livestock are not forthcoming in good time. 

heat.— 
14. The harvest of 1956 was markedly lower than the average of recent years. 


Production of bread grains 


Million tons 





Average 
1950-55 
1954 1955 1956 1 
aa... ai... Soke 2.0 1.7] 2.1 1.7-1.8 
a a ce a ga 6 5 . 55 5 
es tit Sue Riles ahi ee 2.6 | 2.2 | 


2.7 | 2. 2-2.3 


| Provisional. 


Some stocks had been built up before the recent events, through the operation 
of the programme of compulsory deliveries. However, it has been officially stated 
that total State procurements of bread grains up to 15 October were 20 percent 
less than had been planned. The deficit for compulsory deliveries up to that time 
(based on farm area) was only about 10 percent, but there was a failure to make 
the planned purchases at free market prices, over and above the compulsory 
delivered quantities. 

15. To maintain sufficient supplies between now and the next harvest, it is 
officially estimated that more than 400,000 tons of wheat will have to be im- 
ported.’ After allowing for the 250,000 tons which are expected from USSR as 
part of the programme of economic aid recently prepared, a need for 150,000 tons 
would remain. Although it is desired that shipments should begin soon, it would 
suffice if this quantity were to be delivered in April or May, since the available 
stocks and the undertakings for delivery from other countries should theoretically 
ro requirements until the beginning of June. 

ugar.— 

16. The sugar beet harvest of 1956 would normally have been sufficient to cover 
all requirements. However, as work at the sugar factories has been held up, some 
losses have occurred through a reduction in the sugar content of the roots. It is 
now necessary for 20,000 tons of sugar to be imported, at the latest during the 
summer months, if the present consumption levels are to be maintained. 

Fats.— 

17. Lard plays an important part in Hungarian food supplies. It will be neces- 
sary to import 10,000 tons to cover requirements until October. The Inter- 
national Red Cross has already taken steps to ensure a supply of 3,000 tons of fats 
to Hungary in the near future. 

18. Tallow: Normally 10,000 tons are imported annually. For 1957 this 
quantity is not yet assured and apparently cannot be obtained through the usual 
trade channels owing to lack of means of payment. 


Other commodities.— 


19. It would seem desirable to maintain a very limited supply of certain com- 
modities of lower priority, the complete deprivation of which would cause hard- 


ship. These are as follows: ° 
Tons 
eo00n betinec. 3 aca FSOGERR IE A eb kk Cue eld eu ol Ae 1, 000 
OGMe6 soos FURL SOR Salk c.. - Usp abo dad Heh COGN ie 1, 000 
pepper... .OSeR Cu ea a ec ees os 100 
SoG SU, GS LeU ae SEDER eed ea) 5, 000 
OPAMP. ian Se SURSUUCL SU JIA Bas, Ee ese 2, 000 


Some of these commodities, such as oranges, could be reserved for persons with 
special nutritional needs. 


$ This estimate takes account of the quantities of wheat and flour recently received from various countries 
as emergency aid. 


AE RIE RL Pn a nL 
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Problems of meat supplies 


20. Meat is plentiful at present in Budapest and probably throughout the 
country. Slaughterings have been accelerated, especially of pigs, on account of 
the insufficient supplies of feedingstuffs. Since storage facilities are not such as 
to accommodate all the available quantities, arrangements have been made to 
utilise cold stores in neighbouring countries. 

These stocks will in part make up for the shortfall of meat production which 
will occur during the summer (after the end of May). When that time comes the 
remainder will have to come from the specialized pig enterprises for which imports 
of coarse grains are now requested. 

Certain traditional exports of Hungarian produce (poultry, for example) will 
have to continue in order to fulfil trade commitments already made and to pay 
for the planned imports of basic foods. 


CHAPTER Ill. SUMMARY OF RELIEF REQUIREMENTS 


60. From the preceding brief survey the following relief requirements appear 
to emerge with respect to food supply and agriculture: 


(I) Seeds: Tons 
i es ee ne mle cova din oe en toe ote come 5, 000 
RN Ti i ee ae ss eb eee aenague 5, 000 
a a ee ee lam aie en aee eau taanaas 2, 000 


(The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is in contact with a 
number of governments with a view to facilitating arrangements for the 
provision of seed.) 


(II) Fertilizer: Tons 
a uroeen RR ie ee ee Le ce wnaeeans one 3, 150 
Teen nn ee ene emnemceueanaeane 7, 000 

(III) Fodder for livestock: Tons 
ST re Oe es ee ee eee ce tnt 300, 000 


(The Hungarian authorities reported arrangements are being made to 
receive 150,000 tons of this amount.) 


(IV) Food | Requirements: Tons 
oe en lg ow ae mean gm 400, 000 
(The Hungarian authorities report that arrangements are already under- 
way to secure 250,000 tons of this amount.) Tons 
Ela ee a el ln, me sige 20, 000 
A i a es le eines 10, 000 
(The ICRC has arranged to supply some 3,000 tons of this amount.) 
Tons 
ee he oe UE oo eee ek ee sees ULL. 10, 000 
Other Requirements (lower priority): Tons 
I Sc ag a chlo waters bs Dia tei 1, 000 
a ee mn miei 1, 000 
ae nn na woteboon 100 
OES ete aide te Cot a seh ee eee Lehi ke 5, 000 
NE SU As hee a ddbeddebbinclice nsdn 2, 000 


61. Since November 1956, the ICRC has been conducting a traditional emer- 
gency relief programme, which as indicated in the interim report of the Secretary- 
General (Document A/3443), is providing minimal relief to four percent of the 
population. Through resources available to the ICRC this relief activity can 
be carried on until the end of April 1957. In order to continue this limited 
operation until July 15, 1957, the ICRC is requesting additional supplies valued 
at some dollars 1,500,000. 

62. The ICRC has informed the Secretary-General that traditional emergency 
relief activities along the above lines will be insufficient to provide the necessary 
aid to the Hungarian population since reserves of basic food supplies are at a 
dangerously low level. The ICRC accordingly urges the establishment of an 
expanded programme of emergency relief to cover some of the basic needs in 
primary commodities such as bread-wheat, coal (for hospitals and social insti- 
tutions only) and cattle fodder (barley oats, cattle cake, maize) for the period 
Jouery aha July 15. Thejoint U N/FAO m; mission wishes to endorse a programme 
of this kin 


6 The ao — in this mme are: powdered milk, cod — oil capsules, fats, meat, fish, cheese, 
flour, soap, clot , blankets, coal for hospitals, and window glass. Distribution is made 
choouabs ahem stan parcels, child feeding programs, and direct distribution of clothing and blankets 
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63. If an expanded programme of emergency relief is to be established, careful 
consideration needs to be given to the method of distribution. Items such as 
bread-wheat and fodder cannot be distributed in large quantities in the same way 
as the items in the traditional emergency relief programme. Quite apart from the 
physical impossibility of direct distribution of such items, it is necessary to consider 
the possible inflationary effect of free distribution of sizable quantities of these 
items. In view of these considerations the ICRC has prepared a plan which 
foresees that products such as bread grains would be distributed through the nor- 
mal economic channels, namely mills and bakeries, and would be sold to the popu- 
lation at the basic trade rate. For coal, it is foreseen that relief coal would be 
sold to the coal distribution agents in Budapest under an agreement stipulating 
that this coal would be exclusively used for hospitals and social institutions such as 
schools, universities, etc. As for cattle fodder, the quantities which would be 
available under the general relief programme would be sold through certain 
specified cooperatives to be used in specially designated areas of the country. In 
each case the products would be sold at the basic world average prices. The 
resulting funds would be put into a special account of the Hungarian Red Cross 
and would be used in turn with the agreement of the ICRC for such purposes as 
administrative costs of the Relief Programme, and ultimately for hospitals, social 
institutions and related welfare programmes. It is understood that before such a 
plan could be accepted, discussions both on the principle involved, and on the 
details would be required. 

64. With regard to the coal mentioned in the ICRC proposal the quantity 
involved is 260,000 tons, and as indicated the supply is intended to fulfill minimum 
needs for social institutions. The mission was unable to check on this quantity, 
but in view of the overall deficiency in coal productions it would appear that the 
amount is reasonable. 

65. In addition to the various sources of relief assistance, it is expected that 
within the framework of the technical committees of the Economic Commission 
for Europe consideration may be given to certain of the economic problems with 
which Hungary is faced. 


Mr. Morris. Now, this apparently shows that the report is based 
on information made available to them by the Hungarian Government 
in the course of 3 days’ intensive consultation. In other words, they 
received the information that formed the basis of this report from the 
present Hungarian Government. 

Now, do you think for instance, that the information applied by 
the present Hungarian Government should be the basis of any report 
of the United Nations or the FAO? 

The InTERPRETER. He says this is similar to the fact that somebody 
goes to Tibet for 3 days’ time and then describes the life of the Dalai 
Llama in Thibet. It is similar to it. He doesn’t think much of it. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would like to point out that the whole 
tenor of this report seems to deplore the uprising in Hungary. It says 
for instance: 

The national economy of Hungary has suffered a severe setback as a result of 
recent events. The fighting and subsequent unrest resulted in extensive damage 
to buildings, the destruction and depletion of stocks of food and goods, the loss 
of skilled labor and the virtual cessation of work in many sectors of the economy. 
The present situation is conditioned, not only by these events but also by a 
relatively poor harvest in 1956 and by the changes being implemented as a result 
of the current rethinking of economic objectives. 

That generally, Senator, is the whole tenor of the report and I think 
it should go into the record because it bears on the testimony we have 
had today. 

Senator Hruska. That is very fine and it will be received for that 
purpose. Is there anything further? 

Mr. Morris. No. 

Senator Hruska. If not, thank you very much for coming and 
giving us your testimony. And thank you, Mr. Interpreter, you have 
done a very good job. 

(The subcommittee adjourned at 12:15 p. m.) 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1957 


Unirep States SENATE, SUBCOMMITTEE To 
INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
INTERNAL Security Act AND OTHER 
INTERNAL Security Laws, orf THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

Interrogation of Yuri Rastvorov was continued in room 319, Senate 
Office Building, at 4:20 p. m. 

Present: Robert Morris, Chief Counsel, William A. Rusher, Associate 
Counsel, and Mr. Mandel, Research Director. 


TESTIMONY OF YURI RASTVOROV (Continued) 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Rastvorov, the morning press carries a story 
from Stockholm, Sweden, that the Soviet Government has acknowl- 
edged that a kidnaped Swedish diplomat, Raoul Wallenberg, who dis- 
appeared 12 years ago, had in fact died in a Moscow prison. 

This announcement contradicts the statements of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment heretofore expressed, that Mr. Wallenberg had not been in 
the Soviet Union and was unknown to them. 

In fact, the Soviet Union has previously charged that the Swedish 
Foreign Ministry had used the ‘‘Wallenberg case in the most shameless 
manner for purposes inimical to relations with the Soviet Union.” 

The official explanation that we now receive is to the effect that a 
“corrupt” security police official, Viktor S. Abakumov, former Min- 
ister for State Security, was to blame for Mr. Wallenberg’s fate. 

Mr. Rastvorov, did you know Mr. Abakumov? 

Mr. Rasrvorov. Yes, I knew him as my boss in the Ministry of 
State Security in the U.S. S. R. 

Mr. Morris. When did you know him? 

Mr. Rastvorov. I knew him from the time I entered the service, 
which was in 1943. 

I consider it very important to give certain facts about Abakumov 
and his background in order that the people of the U nited States may 
understand who he really was. 

During the second war, Abakumov was appointed the Chief of 
the Army Tieties Intelligence Service. In this post he came to work 


very closely with Stalin himself, since Stalin was at that time con- 
cerned with counterintelligence matters. 

Because Abakumov successfully solved a couple of cases involving 
espionage in the army, his authority in the eyes of Stalin increased 
considerably. 
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After the war, in the summer of 1946, when it came time for Stalin 
and the other leaders to decide on future policy for the state security 
organization, the then Minster of MGB, General Merkolov—who was 
later shot with Beria and really was one of the central figures in the 
so-called Beria plot—made a big political mistake when he insisted that 
the main aim of the state security organ should be the struggle against 
internal enemies of the U.S.S. R. 

General Abakumov, who also participated in these meetings, 
expressed a different opinion. He Sedanel that the principal target 
of the state security organization should be the external enemies, in 
other words the United States of America, primarily, and its allies. 

Stalin supported the opinion of Abakumov and soon after these high 
level meetings, fired Merkolov for his political blindness and short- 
sightedness, and appointed Abakumov to Merkolov’s post. This 
happened in spite of all attempts of Beria, who was a friend of Merko- 
lov, to keep Merkolov in the position of Minister of State Security. 
Merkolov was then named to a small post involving the supervision of 
Soviet properties abroad, which was at that time called Gusims. 

Later in 1948 Merkolov was forgiven by Stalin and was appointed 
to a little higher post, Minister of State Control, which is a secondarily 
important ministry in the Soviet state apparatus. 

As a consequence of this shuffle, the relationship between Abakumov 
and Beria became very tense and Beria tried constantly to undermine 
Abakumov’s position. At this time Beria was deputy chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the U. S. S. R. and while his main respon- 
sibility was for atomic energy affairs, he was also still responsible for 
all internal security. 

I had known Abakumov since 1943 when I entered this organiza- 
tion, in other words, the MGB 

Despite Abakumov’s strong start, he did not last long as the head 
of MGB. In 1951 Abakumov was arrested by order of Stalin at the 
instigation of Beria, who had prepared the case against Abakumov, 
collecting compromising material on him. 

Mr. Morris. May I break in there, Mr. Rastvorov, and ask: 

It seems from what you say then, that Abakumov was eliminated 
because of opposition from Beria? 

Mr. Rastvorov. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And that he was not executed along with Beria? 

Mr. Rasrvorov. No. He was arrested by Beria before Beria him- 
self got into trouble. I estimate it was in 1951—3 years earlier. 

He was arrested because of his alleged social crimes, one of which 
was the charge of unlawful accumulation of several million rubles 
worth of property in Germany and other personal crimes. 

Mr. Morris. That was the formal charge against him? 

Mr. Rastvorov. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Therefore, the Soviet explanation of Mr. Wallenberg’s 
death is to your knowledge false? 

Mr. Rastvorov. Yes. 

a Morris. Will you finish your story on Abakumov into which 
I broke? 

Mr. Rastvorov. Yes. After Abakumov’s arrest, Beria hired back 
all the old Merkolov crowd, including Merkolov himself. Abakumov 
was put in jail in Moscow, in a jail reserved for VIP’s; not until 3 
years later was he tried. Then the old charges of bad conduct and 
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decadent private life gave way to a new, obviously ridiculous one; 
that he was one of the participants in the Beria plot. This, of course, 
was impossible. 

Abakumov’s trial was secret. He merely disappeared. Abaku- 
mov’s case unquestionably parallels those of the six whose sentencing 
has just been announced. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Rastvorov, then the Soviet explanation of the 
Wallenberg death contains material falsehoods? 

Mr. Rastvorov. The Soviet’s explanation of the death of Raoul 
Wallenberg represents a mistatement of facts from the beginning to 
the end: 

In the first place, when Wallenberg was arrested, General Abakumov 
was not the Minister of MGB, and the responsibility at that time 
must have fallen on General Merkolov who was the head of MGB. 
In connection with this, it should be known that Merkolov and 
Abakumov were enemies and therefore it would be wrong to assume 
that Abakumov had reason to cover the crimes of his predecessor. 

My experience permits me to say that all acts of MVD insofar as 
arrests of foreigners are concerned could be accomplished only with the 
permission of the leaders of the Soviet Government, and particularly 
with the consent of former minister of Foreign Affairs, V. Molotov. 
In this connection it would be worth while to mention known to me 
the following facts: (1) In 1947, the Soviet counterintelligence service 
recruited an employee of the American Embassy in Moscow—A. 
Bukar—and this operation was possible only with the approval of the 
Foreign Office, (2) in 1948, the same counterintelligence service, in 
order to create an unfavorable opinion among its own people and 
the people of the free world about spy activities of western diplomats, 
created an incident involving a British attaché who was arrested pre- 
sumably taking pictures of military installations in the Moscow area. 
This more or less small incident, according to my knowledge, was 
possible also only with the permission of the Foreign Office. These 
facts clearly indicate the responsibility, not only of the MVD, but 
directly of the Soviet Government. It is ridiculous to believe that the 
Soviet Government took 12 years to find records in connection with 
the case of the Swedish diplomat, Wallenberg. Again, on the basis of 
my own knowledge, the Soviet Government operates in a very efficient 
manner when it comes to keeping records on such incidents as that of 
the Swedish diplomat. It is clear to me that no one else but the Soviet 
Government was responsible at that particular time for the recruit- 
ment and kidnaping of foreigners for the purpose of obtaining in- 
telligence information, for the recruitment of persons to work as 
spies, and for getting from these persons documents which the Soviet 
Government needed to provide the means for illegal, subversive ac- 
tivities in democratic countries. 

Furthermore, in cases of foreign personnel who fell into the hands 
of the Soviet Government, if they failed to cooperate or provide the 
desired information, it was an accepted practice to refuse permission 
for such persons to return to their country. This was done obviously 
to keep such persons from revealing the ordeals they suffered at the 
hands of the Soviet security organ. 

The Soviet version of Abakumov’s ultimate fate contradicts the 
time of Abakumov’s arrest, trying to show that he was arrested as a 
supporter of Beria after the execution of Beria. In reality, Abakumov 
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was arrested in 1951 by Stalin at the instigation of Beria because of 
his “social” crimes, which was the charge of unlawful accumulation 
of several million rubles worth of property in Germany, and other 
personal crimes. Beria prepared the case against Abakumov after 
collecting the necessary compromising material, and later Beria 
recalled to his service all the former Merkolov crowd, including 
Merkolov himself. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you. 

(Whereupon, at 4:35 p. m., the hearing was adjourned, subject 
to the call of the chairman). 


hoe. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1957 


Unirep Staves SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OTHER INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:35 o’clock a. m., 
in room 457 Senate Office Building, Senator Olin D. Johnston presid- 
ing. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; and William A. Rusher, 
associate counsel. 

Mr. Morris. General, will you stand, please? 

Senator Jounsron. Will you please raise your right hand and be 
sworn. 

Do you swear that the evidence you give before this subcommittee 
of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

General Kiraty. I swear. 


TESTIMONY OF GENERAL BELA KIRALY 


Mr. Morris. Give your name and address to the reporter. 

General Kiraty. Yes. I am General Bela Kiraly. I am a major 
general in the Free Hungarian Army, and commander in chief of the 
national guard established during the Hungarian National Democratic 
Revolution. 

Mr. Morris. May I just ask you a few questions before you begin. 

Senator JonnsTon. Let me ask you a question. 

I notice you speak pretty good English. Where did you go to 
school? 

General Krraty. I learned English in the prison. I was 4 or 5 
years in prison, and I have time enough to learn the English language. 

Senator Jonnston. Good. 

Mr. Morais. Senator Johnston, this witness is being called today 
in line with the general purpose of the Internal Security Subcommittee 
of learning as much as possible about the nature of and the possible 
duration of the Hungarian uprising, revolution. 

The subcommittee has perceived that there has been an effect on 
the Communist Parties all over the world as a result of the Hungarian 
revolution, and even on the party in the United States. 

Now, we find, Senator, that the two things are almost indistinguish- 
able. In order to really understand the nature of the American 
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Communist movement, we must know something about the nature 
and the possible duration of the Hungarian revolution. 

In connection with that, we had a Communist Party convention 
here last week in New York, and we have now been endeavoring to 
get some of the principals of that convention here to testify. 

For instance, there is a subpena out for Eugene Dennis. We 
heard of some connections between Mr. Dennis and the American 
Communist Party and Moscow, and we are trying to have him come 
here and we will ask him about that particular matter. 

But, as I say, as part of this whole inquiry into the nature of world 
communism, we have General Kiraly here this morning, and we want 
to get some of his firsthand experiences. I think he is the ranking 
military man, ranking Hungarian general, are you not, now? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You are. 

Now, I notice in yesterday’s press that there was a new chief of 
staff of the Hungarian Army, General. His name is Ferenc Ugrai. 
Now, who was Colonel Ugrai? 

General Krraty. I know him very well. For a short time he was 
one of my students when I was a professor of military science. 

Mr. Morris. You say he was one of your students? 

General Kiraty. One of my students. 

He was, at the beginning of this 12-year period in Hungary, a 
member of the secret police of the army, which you are knowing by 
the abbreviation of AVH. 

Mr. Morris. So, you say, then—excuse me—that Colonel Ugrai 
was the head of the AVH? 

General Krraty. No; he was not head. He ‘was, in that case, a 
young man. He was a lieutenant, and afterwards captain, and in 
this rank he was a member of the secret police, and on account of his 
“merits” he has been appointed in higher ranks. He was sent to 
Moscow, to military hi ih schools, and returned some years ago. 

I was in prison when he returned from there. He became the chief 
of staff of the highest commander of the artillery of the Hungarian 
Army, and now, as I read also in the newspapers, he became the chief 
of staff of the Hungarian Army. 

He was a top Communist, of course, and he had a lot of merits on 
the Communist line previously. 

Senator Jonnston. Did Russia have anything to do with his 
promotion? 

General Krrary. Of course. He is a trustee of the Russians. He 
was for a long time, for at least 4 years, in Moscow, and he was a 
trustee in Hungary of the Russian Communists, of course. 

Mr. Morris. Now, it says that the head of the political department 
is Maj. Gen. Pal Iku. 

General Krraty. Yes; I know him also perfectly well. 

He is, according to his origin, a Ukrainian. He came to Hungary 
from so-called Carpathians in Russia, which belongs now to Russia. 

Previously, during the two World Wars, between the two World 
Wars, it belonged to Czechoslovakia. From that part he takes his 
origin, so he is Ukrainian, a very old member of the Communist 
movement. 

Mr. Morris. You say a very good member of the Communist 
movement? Did you say a very good member of the Communist 
movement? 
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General Kiraty. From the Communist viewpoint; an old member, 
I said; yes. 

And after World War Second, he was a top man in the youth move- 
ment in Hungary, the Communist youth movement in Hungary. 
In 1948 he was brought into the army in the rank of colonel, and 
became one of the deputies of the political department’s chief. 

Then he has been sent to Moscow, for 5 years’ education, and during 
this revolutionary movement, the national democratic revolution- 
ary movement, he was in Moscow and he played a very suspicious 
role, because when all the officers being in the Soviet Union military 
schools decided to go home and see what is happening, the Muscovites 
hold 5 high-ranking officers there in Moscow, and they were in 
negotiation with the Russian Home Defense Ministry, and only 
sent back to Hungary on the 2d of November. 

One of this group was Pal Ilku, who has been sent on the 2d or 3d 
of November back to Hungary to play a role, taking the revolution— 
a part in it. He was one of the first men who supported this Kadar 
regime on a military basis. He is also a trustee of the Russians. 

Mr. Morais. A trustee, you say? 

General Krraty. Trustee. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, this is very short. It is just two para- 
graphs. May I read this Associated Press release? 

Senator JonNston. You may read it. 

Mr. Morais (reading): 

Budapest, February 17. Hungary’s Army, riddled by desertions during the 
revolt, is to come under tight Communist Party control, the high command 
announced today. 

The new chief of staff is Colonel Ferenc Ugrai. Head of the political depart- 
ment is a major general, Pal Iku, who was quoted today as saying: “Party 
organizations in the Army will in future have a voice in operational planning.” 

Only a few of Hungary’s 170,000 Russian-trained and equipped troops are 
believed to remain under the colors. They are mostly militia, on police duties. 

The Communist trade union newspaper, Nepakartat, charged today that 


nothing like the total aid promised by the United States and the International 
Red Cross had reached Hungary. It said more aid had come from the satellites. 


Now, does this change in command that was announced on the 
17th of February in Budapest, does that indicate to you the nature 
of the control exercised by the Soviets over the Hungarian Army? 

General Krraty. Completely. I was aware of this even when the 
Kadar regime began its rule over Hungary, that it is only a puppet 
regime of the Soviet Union. 

hey will act according to the commands of the Muscovites and to 
subdue completely, to annihilate completely, the wish of freedom 
of the Hungarian people. 

They will act according to the Stalinist system. I am completely 
convinced that, if they will be allowed, they will act according to the 
Stalin systems. It means that the suppression and exploitation of 
the Hungarian people will grow and grow, without any limit, if the 
Russians will have complete free hand in the future, in Hungary. 

Senator Jounston. So Russians are taking complete control of the 
military and police in order to subdue the Hungarians; is that right? 

General Krraty. Completely it is so; yes. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, this witness has testified before the 
United Nations Special Committee in New York, and in going over 
his testimony today we plan, as much as possible, to avoid a repetition 
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of anything there, because his testimony there will be accessible to us. 
We want to make our own record on this. 

However, there is one thing that the committee has learned, 
Senator, that these hearings that the Special Committee of the 
United Nations is holding are now being held only in executive 
session. 

(To the witness.) 

Do you know that, that witnesses now being called are not being 
called in public, the witnesses called by the United Nations Special 
Committee in New York? 

General Krraty. Yes. The hearings of the witnesses are in a 
secret session. It is continuously held. Almost every day they hear 
witnesses, but completely secretly. 

Senator Jonnston. We are giving to them all the information that 
we receive concerning the Hungarians? 

Mr. Morais. That is right. 

Senator Jonnston. Are they giving to us all that they receive? 

Mr. Morris. It may be, Senator. We have asked for certain 
things, and not only recently. Now, I will be able to answer that 
question next week, to what extent the testimony they are taking 
will be available to us. 

Senator Jonnston. I personally think it would be helpful if we 
cooperated with them, but we also should have their cooperation 
with us. 

Mr. Morris. Very good, Senator. I will carry out your wishes. 

General Kiraty. We feel very grateful for this help to our case, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Morris. Now, General Kiraly, you took part in war games, 
did you not, or staff war exercises, when you were in the D angarian 
Army? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

I was arrested in 1951, August 17. 

Mr. Morris. August 17, 1951. 

Now, before you were arrested——— 

General Kiraty. Before this I took part myself in war games, in 
Hungary, of course. 

Mr. Morais. Tell us about those war games you took part in. 

General Krraty. Yes. 

In 1951, in the springtime, there were war games in Hungary, and, 
in general, the war games of an army always project whatever this 
army wants to act in wartimes. 

Now, and even during this war game in 1951, in the a , the 
Home Defense Ministry, the top Communist, Farkas, declared that 
all those high commanders who are participating in these war games 
must very much take care of what is eons here, because this war 
game is not a play but a real projection of whatever the Hungarian 
Army, with the Russians, wants to make. 

And in 1951 the aims, the purpose of the attack that was organized, 
was what this arrow shows [indicating]. It is the Hungarian front 
here, this little point here. The Hungarian Army was gathered in 
this area within the Dunapentelle River, and the aims, the purpose 
of this attack, was to cross the Yugoslav-Hungarian frontier, to attack 
through the big cities in Yugoslavia, to cross the Danube River, which 
he has here, and occupy a mountain chain through Fruska Gora, 
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It was the task of the Hungarian Army to make a very big so-called 
military bridgehead for the Russian Army, which wanted to enlarge this 
bridgehead, and to attack to the source of the Adriatic Sea, and by 
continuing this, of course, to invade Western Europe. 

It was the first game in which I personally partook. 

At this time there was great tension between the Soviet Party and 
the Yugoslavians, and therefore it was very clear that they wanted to 
attack. Later on, in 1953, there was another very important war 
game in Hungary, led also by Home Defense Minister Farkas. 

Mr. Morris. Will you spell that name for us, please? 

General Krraty. Home Defense Minister Farkas. His last name is 
F-a-r-k-a-s; his first name M-i-h-a-l-y. 

Of course, he was not a military expert. He was a top Communist 
and had a very high rank, and whatever he did, whatever he told, was 
whispered in his ear by the so-called chief advisor of Russia, who sits 
always by the side of him and whispered in his ear what to say. 

Mr. Morris. Who was he, the chief adviser? 

General Krraty. General Lieutenant Bojoao. 

This war game was most important than what I told up to now. 
It was an attempt toward Rijeka. It is on the shore of the Adriatic 
Sea, and it is very curious because this great attempt led through the 
so-called Ljublijana Gate. It is a strategical gate in this area (inci- 
cating), and it is a gate such as a gate between the Po Plain and Central 
Europe. 

This war game, this attack has been led through this Ljublijana 
Gate, and just in this area there is very great agitation from behind 
the Iron Curtain, out of which everybody, who carefully reads news- 
papers, was able to find out how the Russians are mixing together 
strategical aims with political agitation. 

In that time they accented very much how great a role has the 
Italian and the French Communist Party, even in these strategical 
purposes and plans of the Soviet Russia. They count on a great 
strike in Italy, with a great strike in France, led by these 2 Communist 
Parties when war would have commenced, and by these great strikes 
in Italy and France they wanted to paralyze the mobilization of these 
2 principal western parts, you know, and in the meanwhile Russia—— 

Mr. Morais. Just a minute. What was that word? 

General Krraty. Paralyze. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, as part of these war games, there 
would be as a supporting gesture for paralyzing strikes by Italian 
Communist Party and the French Communist Party, in concert with 
this maneuver, and that was part of the war game? 

General Krraty. Yes. To paralyze the mobilization, and the 
moving armies, the NATO armies in Italy and in France, and during 
these strikes they wanted to run in through this very important 
strategical gate, the Ljubiljana Gate, and have so great an advance 
which, if the strikes later on will cease, would not have been contra- 
balanced by the Western Powers. 

This war game is very important and very characteristic how the 
Russians, how the Communists are exploiting the western Communist 
Parties, not only in political reasons and causes but even in strategical 
ones. 

Mr. Morris. Now, General Kiraly, there were also war exercises 
involving the general staffs of Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, 
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Rumania, Bulgaria, all under the personal command of Marshal 
Zhukov, were there not, at some later time? 

General Krraty. Two such great maneuvers occurred, one in 1955, 
early autumntime, and the other in 1956, springtime. Both of these 
ere been led by Marshal Zhukov, the Home Defense Minister of 

ussia. 

Mr. Morris. Can you tell us what you know about those particular 
exercises and how you came to know what you do know about them? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

In that time I was in prison and, therefore, I myself do not partake 
in these, but when, in last September, I was released from the prison 

Mr. Morris. When were you released from prison? 

General Krraty. September, last year. 

Mr. Morris. One month before the October 23 revolution? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

During these months after my release, and before October 23, when 
I had been released 

Mr. Morris. When you were released from prison, did you revert 
back to your military rank of general? 

General Kirary. No. I had been bereft of all my rank and my 
position, and only the university youths called me to lead them as 
commander in chief of the freedom fighters, and only afterward when 
the university youth and other fighting groups allotted me as the 
commander in chief of them, the Government accepted me afterward 
and rehabilitated me and gave back my rank. 

So, I acted for some days in the Freedom Fight without any rank, 
of course, only appointment of the Freedom Fighters; and only after- 
ward the government accepted me also and gave back my rank. 

Mr. Morris. Now, General, will you tell us what you did know 
about these military games in 1955 and 1956, which you say were 
directed by General Zhukov? 

General Krraty. Yes. In both military maneuvers the general 
staffs of all the Eurepean satellites took part. All the home defense 
ministries of these European satellites personally took part in these 
war maneuvers. 

The first has been carried out in Carpathian Russia, in the inside 
of the Carpathian Mountain chain, which territorially belonged be- 
tween the two World Wars to Czechoslovakia. 

The second which has been carried out in 1956 has been held in the 
Ukraine, in the western Ukraine, near to Polish border, and to the 
Czechoslovakian border. It was the most interesting, this maneuver, 
which has been held in 1956. The situation was constructed so that 
the Western Powers had defended themselves, even the fundamental 
supposition has been constructed that the Eastern part was that which 
attacked the Western part. 

In these war games the Western part played a role in defense. 

Now, the Western part have a counterattack against the Russians, 
and then the Russians annihilated this defensive counterattack and 
began a hideous attack against the Western parties. 

This war game was very curiously organized. Both parts of the 
fighters have been represented. The most part of the satellites, of 
course, played the role of the Warsaw Pact, the Warsaw Pact army, 
and it is a funny thing of history that the Hungarians have been ap- 
pointed to play the role of the Western part, and not only in general 
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the Western part but it was very curious that the Hungarian Army 
played the role of the American Army itself. It was a funny of his- 
tory, so to say. 

In general, this maneuver was held in the spirit of an attack against 
the West. When they finished this maneuver, Zhukov, Marshal 
Zhukov, had delivered a speech about the experiences of this maneu- 
ver and about this general situation of the Red army. 

Mr. Morris. What did he say at that time? 

General Krraty. He told that in the first case, the Russian Army 
is obsolete concerning the mechanization and motorization. The 
Russian Army must make a very urgent effort to become in this re- 
spect, a completely modern one. Therefore 

Mr. Morris. The first point, General, is that Zhukov told the as- 
sembled staff officers that the Russian Army, based on its war games— 
this is the 1955 war games, or was it 1956? 

General Krrary. 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Was obsolete, and was in urgent need of moderniza- 
tion? 

General Krraty. Obsolete concerning the mechanization and 
motorization. Only this point, he pointed out. In these two respects 
it is obsolete, by the declaration of Zhukov. 

They were urged by great effort to supply this defect, and they will 
modernize the Russian Army concerning its mechanization and 
mobilization. 

The second point he told, to lead big mechanized and mobilized 
army groups, it is a special sector of the military science, and in this 
respect a lot of the Russian generals are not skilled enough and a lot 
of the Russian generals do not do their best to have enough capability 
to lead such great mechanized groups; a lot of the Soviet generals 
are living out of their merits in the Second World War. They think 
that to be the hero of the Soviet Union it is fully enough for the end 
of their life, but Zhukov declared that if these persons, even being 
heroes of the Soviet Union, will be kicked out-——excuse me for this 
slang—kicked out of the army, if they will not get enough skill and 
capability to be able to lead such great mechanized groups. 

And the third, what he declared was that the Russian Army is 
obliged to study the atomic warfare and make the Russian Army 
capable to exist and act among the circumstances of an atomic war. 

These three points I know out of his declaration. 

Senator Jounston. In other words, he was calling to the attention 
of the people that the need of the Russian Army was mechanized and 
mobilized armies. They were behind in that field; is that right? 

General Krraty. Yes. He declared that it is obsolete in these two 
respects, and immediately added that they will do their best to make 
in this respect modern the Russian Army. 

Mr. Morris. Now, how did you come to learn this, General? Not 
only these particular war games, the early ones, but 

eneral Krraty. I had a month after my release, and before the 
commencement of the national democratic revolution and freedom 
fight of Hungary. During these months I met a lot of soldiers and 
other people with whom I was in connection before my arrest. 

A lot of high-ranking soldiers considered something will happen, 
and being opportunists, began to advise me and give me a lot of 
information aoe the army, and I talked to two persons who partook 
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in these military maneuvers. It is the source wherefrom I know any- 
thing about it. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you, General. 

Now, you have prepared a statement, have you not, General? 

General Krraty. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Johnston, the witness has prepared a sum- 
mation. It will take about 30 minutes, 35 minutes, to read it, and 
I wonder if we might receive this statement of his case as facts to be 
known by the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. 

Senator Jonnston. I| think it would be well for you to give that to 
the committee. Go ahead and read it. 

General Krraty. Thank you very much. Mr. Chairman, gentle- 
men of the Senate, Judge Robert Morris, I am deeply thankful for 
this committee’s interest in the true nature of the Hungarian national 
democratic revolution and in the welfare of the freedom fighters. 

It is a great event in my life to be meeting with this high body of 
the United States Congress. We consider the United States Congress 
always the real embodiment and representation of the ideals of 
America’s people. Just these ideals and their realization were what 
we wanted to establish in Hungary during our national democratic 
revolution and freedom fight. 

We know that the American Declaration of Independence in 1776 
was the very first event in the history of humanity where the assur- 
ance of human rights was codified and, with it, the age of modern 
democracy commenced. Since this day the Congress of the United 
States of America has, fully and without any breach, represented the 
real and sincere democracy and the highest ideals of humanity. Just, 
therefore, all the people of the globe who like liberty look with sym- 
pathy, honor, and trust toward this high body in which I am 
appearing. 

Therefore, I feel myself compelled to tell you whatever I know 
about the Hungarian national democratic revolution and freedom 
fight in order to add data for you. Because we Hungarians are 
aware of and proud of your interest in our case, I know you already 
know a lot about our freedom fight. 

As a soldier, I shall try to limit myself to those important events 
which have tragically influenced the outcome of the Hungarian 
revolution and war of independence. 

I do not think it necessary to tell you in detail what happened in 
my country, because you know very well that the Hungarian people 
made a desperate effort to shake off the rule of a foreign power. 

The people had no constitutions, democratic way of bringing about 
a change, because the regime imposed on them was a so-called “‘dicta- 
torship of the proletariat’”’—a one-party system, police terror, and 
Communist government. Every free expression of public opinion, the 
organization of parties, and all forms of free assembly were not only 
forbidden but punished by heavy penalties. 

In the darkest times of this Communist terror, in the years when 
Stalin’s Hungarian proconsul Matyas Rakosi ruled, even the Commu- 
nists’ own comrades were not trusted, and one after another they were 
liquidated. 

Together with many other Hungarian patriots, I was jailed and 
condemned to death. I was freed from prison by that revolutionary 
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atmosphere which pervaded the Hungarian people long before the out- 
break of the armed struggle, and before which Communist power 
finally had to retreat. 

The armed revolution which broke out on October 23 brought down 
the Communist state power, and revealed the true sentiments and 
demands of the Hungarian people. The demands of the spontaneously- 
formed revolutionary councils, point by point, prove that the move- 
ment was democratic, and that both the Communists and the Russi- 
ans for a short time recognized its national and democratic character. 
































1. THE RUSSIAN INTERVENTION 


Hungary was occupied by Russian troops for two reasons: (1) to 
assure Communist rule, and (2) in the event of an attack on Western 
Europe, Hungary would serve as an advance Soviet base 

The argument brought up before the United N: ations by ‘the Soviet 
Union was that the Hungarian government had called for Russian 
military intervention to restore order. The Hungarian Government 
presumably had a right to do so, and the Soviet Union therefore only 
fulfilled its obligations under the Warsaw Pact when it crushed the 
revolution. 

I should like to ask the question: whether this statement is true or 
not; and immediately I give the answer—No, it is not. 

I would like to quote two sources on the intervention of Soviet 
troops. The first is the announcement made over Radio Kossuth, 
Budapest, on October 24 at 0900. This declaration is as follows: 

* * * Tn accordance with the terms of the Warsaw Pact, the (Hungarian) 
government applied for help to Soviet formations stationed in Hungary. In 
compliance with the government’s request, these Soviet formations are taking 
part in the restoration of order. 

A similar report was published in Pravda (official organ of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union) and in Izvestia (official organ 
of the Soviet Government) on October 24, on page four in both papers. 

At the moment radio Kossuth was announcing that Russian troops 
had been called in, the Prime Minister of Hungary was Imre Nagy. 
Actually, however, ‘he was not yet Prime Minister when the agreement 
was ‘made between the Hungarian and Soviet Governments. On 
October 29 in a new publication, Egyetemi Ipjubag (University 
Youth), an article caleaal the fact, as follows: 

The Soviet troops were called in by Andras Hegedus, former Prime Minister, 
on Tuesday (October 23) night. He said so himself to the writers’ delegation 
* * * Tmre Nagy was fooled and outwitted by the Gero clique which gave orders 
in his name and behind his back. 

This fact was subsequently acknowledged by Imre Nagy himself in 
an interview recorded on October 31 for radio Vienna: He said then: 


It was not I— 
said Imre Nagy— 


that much I can say. I was not Prime Minister at that time. I was not a member 
of the central committee of the party. 

In contradiction to the broadcast and the reported announcement, 
I must state that on October 23, at 1 p. m., Erno Gero, first secretary 
of the Communist Party of Hungary, applied for Russian military aid, 
but this measure was kept secret. 
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As is known, on this day the students of Budapest planned to stage 
a demonstration of sympathy for the bloodless Polish national demo- 
cratic revolution. This event had such an effect on the Hungarian 
people that Gero and his friends, frightened of the consequences, 
instructed the Minister of the Interior not to permit the demonstration. 

This was announced on the state-controlled Budapest radio at 
12:57 p.m. At 1:23 [the ban wasrepealed. There was nothing else 
to be done, because by that time the streets of Budapest were flooded 
with young people, students, and workmen, and the demonstration 
could not be stopped. 

Gero had obviously acted out of panic, and at his request a Russian 
armored division stationed in Transdanubia started out for Budapest 
at4p.m. The division arrived in the vicinity of Budapest in the late 
evening, and intervened in the fighting during the early morning hours 
of October 24. 

In those states which go by the name of proletarian dictatorships, 
the Communist Party has priority over the government both constitu- 
tionally and functionally. And consequently the first secretary of the 
party has more power than the prime minister. However, the text 
of the Warsaw Pact is negotiated not between Communist parties but 
between the governments, and even the radio Budapest announce- 
ment of October 24 and the Pravda and Izvestia reports of October 25 
uses the term ‘Hungarian Government,” and not party. Neverthe- 
less, it was not the Hungarian Government which called in Russian 
troops, but the first party secretary, Erno Gero, who is a well-known 
MVD agent. 

Let me be allowed to stop here a while and tell something about this 
man, who called in the Russian troops to break down the Hungarian 
people’s struggle for freedom. This man, Erno Gero, was arrested in 
Hungary on 1922 and sentenced to 14 years in prison for publishing a 
Communist newspaper. Two and one-half years later he was released 
and permitted to go to the Soviet Union as an exchange political 
prisoner, 

Thereafter, he was variously in the U. S. S. R. in 1939 and remained 
there until 1944 at which time he reentered Hungary with the Red 
army. He served on the Comintern during the thirties. He spent 
some time in France carrying on organizational work in the French 
Communist Party. According to Le Figaro, September 16, 1949: 

Gero has played for many years a very important behind-the-scenes role for 
the GPU. * * * He is Agent No. 1 of the MVD now. * * * During the civil 
war in Spain he was in control of all Soviet party activities in Spain. * * * 
After his return to the U. 8S. 8. R. in 1939, he became secretary to Manuilsky (a 
Comintern official). 

This was the article in Le Figaro, and was signed “XXX.” 

Le Monde carried a*series of articles in December of 1949 and 
January of 1950 which were signed by Enrique Castro Delgado, 
formerly a member of the central committee of the Spanish Com- 
munist Party and later a Comintern official in Moscow, and which 
substantiate the above-cited article in Le Figaro except that 
Delgado said that Gero was secretary to Dimitrov himself. 

In the Delgado article, it is said that Gero controlled the activities 
of the Hungarian Government on behalf of the Soviet secret police 
(MVD) in his inconspicuous early role as Minister of Transport and 
Communications in the postwar Hungarian Government. 
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According to “Newsletter From Behind the Iron Curtain” in 
“Stockholm” issue of October 28, 1949, Gero was the top MVD agent 
in Hungary at the time of the Rajk trial and accepted Soviet citizen- 
ship during the 1930’s. This information seems to bear out the facts 
given by Delgado and “XXX” in the two French newspapers cited. 
It is this man who called in the Russian troops during our freedom fight 
in Hungary. 

I must also point out the fact that the Russians took part in the 
Budapest fighting prior to that October 24 official announcement 
calling for their intervention. Even more important is the fact that 
even under the broadest interpretation of the terms of the Warsaw 
Pact, the units of the Red army stationed in Hungary could not 
legally be used for the purposes of putting down a Hungarian revolu- 
tion. Article 8 of the Warsaw Pact, signed on May 14, 1955, reads 
as follows: 

The contracting parties declare that they * * * will be guided by principles 
of mutual respect, independence, and sovereignty, and will not interfere in each 
other’s internal affairs. 

Under the pact, all parties must be consulted immediately in “‘the 
case of armed aggression’’: 

The parties to the treaty will immediately consult each other in order to take 


joint measures necessary to establish and preserve international peace and security 
(par. 2, art. 4). 


In accordance with the correct interpretation of the Warsaw Pact, 
the agreement between the Soviet and Hungarian Governments did 
not furnish sufficient basis for using Russian troops in Hungary. The 
political consultative committee should have been convened, and only 
after all of the parties had given their approval could military action 
have legally begun. 

The fact that the Russian military intervention was illegal becomes 
even clearer from the text of the Soviet Government’s declarations 
issued on October 30 and published on the front pages of the October 
31 issues of Pravda and Izvestia. I quote the relevant passage 
verbatim: 

* * * The Soviet Government proceeds from the general principle that station- 
ing the troops of one or another state, which is a member of the Warsaw Treaty, 
on the territory of another state which is a member of the treaty, is done by 
agreement among all its members and only with the consent of the state on whose 
territory and at whose request these troops are stationed, or where it is planned 
to station them. 

Second, the measures put into effect (in this case the military inter- 
vention into the internal affairs of Hungary) must be halted when the 
case is taken before the U. N. 

Paragraph 4, article 4, provides: 

These measures will be stopped as soon as the Security Council takes the 


necessary measures for establishing and preserving international peace and 
security. 


The Soviet Union itself felt the action to be unjustifiable and, in 
the Government declaration of October 30, virtually assured the 
Hungarian Government of the right to veto the presence of Soviet 
troops: 

Having in mind that the further presence of Soviet military units in Hungary 


could serve as an excuse for further aggravation of the situation, the- Soviet 
Government has given its military command instructions to withdraw the Soviet 
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military units from the city of Budapest as soon as this is considered necessary 
by the Hungarian Government. 


At the same time, the Soviet Government is prepared to enter into the appro- 
priate negotiations with the government of the Hungarian People’s Republic and 
other members of the Warsaw Treaty on the question of the presence of Soviet 
troops on the territory of Hungary. 

The legal Prime Minister was then Imre Nagy, who on October 25, 
at 3:25 p. m., announced over radio Budapest: 

As Prime Minister I wish to announce that the Hungarian Government will 
begin talks with the Soviet Union concerning the relations between the Hungarian 
People’s Republic and the Soviet Union and, among other things, concerning the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces stationed in Hungary. 

On October 28, at 7 p. m., Imre Nagy announced an armistice over 
radio Budapest, as follows: 

The Hungarian Government has come to an agreement with the Soviet Gov- 
ernment whereby Soviet forces shall withdraw immediately from Budapest, and 
simultaneously with the formation of our new army shall evacuate the city. 

On November 1, the Nagy government announced Hungary’s with- 
drawal from the Warsaw Pact, and the neutrality of Hungary, and 
also asked the United Nations to put the Hungarian issue on its 
agenda. 

First official word that the situation in Hungary was being brought 
to the attention of the United Nations came on the afternoon of Sat- 
urday, October 27, 1956. 

Three permanent members of the Security Council—France, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States—asked for an urgent meet- 
ing pursuant to article 34 of the United Nations Charter, which em- 
powers the Council ‘‘to investigate any dispute or any situation 
which might lead to international friction, or give rise to a dispute”’ 
to determine whether its continuance is likely to endanger the main- 
tenance of international peace and security. 

On the basis of the above-mentioned facts, not even using its own 
arguments, can the Soviet Union justify its military intervention in 
Hungary? Actually, a state of war existed between two countries, 
and this fact should have been handled accordingly. 

Mr. Morris. The point you make, there is actually—there is now 
a state of war between Hungary and the Soviet Union? 

General Krraty. It was a state of war between two states. 

Mr. Morris. And the evidence, you contend 

General Krraty. I beg your pardon? . 

Mr. Morris. And you have now just set forth the conclusion that 
there is a state of war existing now between Hungary and the Soviet 
Union? 

General Krraty. The consequence was that a great power having 
about 200 million inhabitants attacked a little country having only 
about 10 million inhabitants. War between two such sort of countries 
is, without any question, settled in the first minute. 

This real war has been finished with a complete annihilation of the 
freedom fighters of Hungary. And, of course, it was the victory of 
this Soviet army, if such an action may be mentioned with this word 
victory. They subdued us completely, and it was entirely clear at 
the first day when they used this big army unit in Hungary. 

The charge of counterrevolution: Because the Russians and the 
Hungarian Communists could not use the Warsaw Pact as a basis 





Sinn stm ce A SA SC NI he MOE A BIT Nt eB fe SRNR ae ONS IL ARES ANI BRD AOD Bin tN A ls 





SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3393 


for effective argument, they branded the Hungarian revolution as a 
counterrevolution and a Fascist plot. Obviously, their reason for 
doing this was so that they could use certain provisions of the peace 
treaty as excuses for their brutal and massive intervention. 

Article 4 of section 1, part 11, of the treaty of peace with Hungary, 
dated February 10, 1947, Paris, reads as follows: 

_Hungary, in accordance with armistice agreement, has taken measures to 
dissolve all organizations of a Fascist type existing on Hungarian territory, 
whether political, military or paramilitary, as well as other organizations con- 
ducting propaganda, including revisionist propaganda, hostile to the United 
Nations, and shall not in future permit the existence and activities of such organi- 
zations, whose aim is to deny the people their democratic rights. 


An examination of the program, the action and the personnel of 
the revolutionary forces in the Hungarian uprising follows, and more 
than demonstrates how distorted an interpretation of this paragraph 
of the peace treaty was invoked to impute a nonexistent Fascist and 
counterrevolutionary character to the Hungarian patriots. 

The resolution of the October 22 meeting of the students of the 
Builders’ Technical University is evidence of the fact that the Hun- 
garian Revolution was national and democratic and never went 
beyond such sort of goals. This resolution, containing 16 demands, 
has now become a historic document. It was scheduled for broadcast 
by radio Budapest on the day following its proclamation, October 23. 
When the students were denied the right to have it broadcast, demon- 
strators clashed with police and the demonstration turned into a 
revolution. 

Every demand formulated by the university students on October 
22-23, and later from October 25 on, stressed— 
perfect equality in relations between the Soviet Union and Hungary, and restora- 
tion of the principle of noninterference in internal affairs between the two 
countries. 

Every demand, from October 22 to the very end, emphasized the 
sovereignty and independence of the country. Certain of the de- 
mands—for example those made in Miskole on October 31—urged 
the declaration of the country’s neutrality. Between October 28 and 
31, a number of radio stations mentioned Austria and Switzerland as 
examples of such neutral states. On October 31 the Miskolc Workers 
Council demanded: 

That our fatherland become a member of the Danube Confederation as planned 
by Kossuth a century ago. 

From October 25 on, until the end, radio Kossuth and stations 
throughout the Hungarian countryside demanded ‘‘free and secret 
elections.”” On October 28, for example, every radio station, without 
a single exception, stressed this demand repeatedly. 

A recurring demand throughout the whole period was for ‘‘estab- 
lishment of a multiparty system.” 

On October 28 radio Kossuth and the Miskole and Gyor stations 
demanded: 

The reestablishment and freedom of activity of all those parties which existed 
in 1945. 

The various revolutionary councils and broadcasting stations 
continually demanded that: 


The Government grant full freedom of the press, of assembly, and of religion. 
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For example, the Szatmar County Workers’ Council declared on 
October 31: 

Our aims inelude respect for human rights, freedom of speech, freedom of 
religion, freedom of the press, the right of assembly, and the right to strike. 

The revolutionary party of Hungarian youth, in a proclamation 
issued on November 2, voiced the following five demands: 

1. Full independence and neutrality of our homeland; 

2. Political freedom, freedom of the press, and freedom of religion; 
. Discontinuance of the class struggle; 

. Raising of the living standard of our people; and 
. Preservation of the results achieved by the national democratic 
revolution. 

The various committees and broadcasting stations continuously 
demanded a revision of the security organs. Can the demand for 
revision of a system responsible for the organized torture of human 
beings be classified as a Fascist demand, particularly when precisely 
this method of torture is characteristic of the Fascist system? 

The claims voiced by the students, as well as the economic demands 
made between October 23 and 28 included: 

Revision of the planned economy, revision of industrial workers’ norms and 


wages, introduction of a workers’ autonomy in the plants, reform of agriculture, 
and support of individual peasant farmers. 


Let me finally quote the resolution of the Revolutionary Com- 
mittee of the Forces of Public Order—my own military organization— 


broadcast by Radio Free Kossuth on Saturday, November 3, 1956, at 
2:25 p. m.: 


Cr He 





The committee supports our country’s independence and neutrality. We shall 
resist all aggression directed against our independence and neutrality, pending 
free, democratic elections, we shall help to preserve order with all our strength. 

Since strikes cause serious harm to our country’s defense potential, we recom- 
mend that the strike be ended and organized work begun, with the proviso that 
national-guard formations keep their weapons nearby even while working, so that 
in case of aggression, they can be ready for immediate battle against the aggressors. 

As of today, persons “belonging neither to the army nor to the police are per- 
mitted to carry arms only if they belong to the national guard. Persons 
belonging neither to the army, the police, nor the national guard will be disarmed 
by us in the interests of the consolidation of peace and order. 


I conclude and emphasize from the foregoing that never and 
nowhere did the revolution show counterrevolutionary tendencies, 
proclaim a counterrevolutionary program, or voice such sort of 
claims. 

III. Russian tactics and cover negotiations to conceal their real 
intentions and the second Russian aggression. 

The changing Russian views were finally resolved during the 
negotiations with the Hungarian Government on the withdrawal of 
troops and recognition of Hungary’s independence. Suslov and 
Mikoyan, both “experts” on satellite politics, arrived in Budapest to 
begin negotiations as early as October 24. It was they who effected 
the changes of personnel within the Communist Party, e. g., the 
replacement of First Secretary Erno Gero with Janos Kadar, the 
present Prime Minister. In the final phase of the revolution they 
discussed withdrawal of Russian troops with Communist and non- 
Communist politicians—Zoltan Tildy, for example. 

The chronology of the Russian troop withdrawal negotiations is as 
follows: On October 25 and 28: Nagy announces negotiations between 
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the Hungarian Government and the Soviet Union, during which, 
among other questions, the withdrawal of Soviet troops would be 
discussed. 

October 31: Nagy requests the Soviet Government to state the 
time and place for negotiations between all parties to the Warsaw 
Pact regarding withdrawal of Soviet troops from Hungary, in the light 
of the Soviet statement of October 30 on relations between the Soviet 
Union and other Socialist states. 

Meanwhile, on October 28, 29, 30, and 31, radio Budapest an- 
nounced that agreement had been reached on the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from Budapest. Between October 29 and 31, further announce- 
ments on the withdrawal of Soviet troops has been made. It was 
announced that October 31 had been agreed on as the final date for 
withdrawal from Budapest. 

November 1: Nagy demands of the Soviet Ambassador to Hungary 
that Soviet troops newly arrived from the Soviet Union be imme- 
diately withdrawn, gives notice of the termination of Hungarian 
adherence to the Warsaw Pact, and declares Hungary’s neutrality. 
Nagy informs the Secretary General of the United Nations of these 
actions, and requests that the question of Hungarian neutrality be 
placed on the agenda of the United Nations General assembly. 

November 2: The Hungarian Government delivers further protests 
to the Soviet Ambassador to Hungary, and another communication 
is sent to the United Nations’ Secretary General. 

November 3: A joint committee of Soviet military leaders and 
representatives of the Hungarian Government meets in the Budapest 
Parliament buildings. Radio Budapest announces that the Soviet 
delegation has promised that no more Soviet troops would cross 
Hungarian frontiers. 

The Russian negotiations served as a cover for the concentration 
of larger Soviet forces. This Soviet action was necessary because the 
troops on the spot did not prove strong enough to put down the re- 
volution, the democratic revolution and freedom fighters. While 
negotiations were being conducted on all levels, and delegations re- 
ceived, combat-ready divisions were being brought into the country. 
The soldiers in these divisions believed that they were being sent to 
fight in Egypt or in Western Europe. 

Let me be allowed to tell some details about these Russian tricks 
out of my own experiences to show how treacherous the Russians were. 
Early in the forenoon of November 2, I got an agitated call from Nagy, 
Prime Minister of Hungary, himself. He said, “If anyone ever had an 
important job, you have one now.” 

Mr. Morais. In other words, Nagy called you personally and told 
you that, in an agitated voice, you now have an important mission? 

General Krraty. Yes, it was Nagy, the Prime Minister of Hungary 
who called me, by means of the phone. 

I have a formal note from the Russian Ambassador. He says bands of Hun- 
garians are raging around his Embassy. If the Hungarian Government cannot 


control them he, as Ambassador, will be obliged to call in Russian troops. I 
think you understand the seriousness of this demand— 


Nagy told me: 


If we cannot maintain order, we will offer an opportunity for a second Russian 
aggression. Go there yourself. 
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I ordered a tank company to proceed immediately to the Square 
of Heroes which was near the Embassy, and sent a mechanized 
infantry battalion to join them there. Then I rushed to the Embassy. 

When I got there the streets were empty and there was no sign of 
trouble. I went to the office of Ambassador Yuri Andropov. ‘ 
have a command from my Premier to check the rioting here,’’ I said, 
“but I see no rioting,” I said to the Russian Ambassador. 

The Ambassador appeared embarrassed. He said there had been 
reports of trouble, but it had stopped. ‘‘We Russians don’t want to 
mix in your business,” he said. “We understand your troubles and 
we are on your side,”’ the Ambassador told me. 

“Did you know that we have offered to negotiate with your Gov- 
ernment? Our Government wants to take its troops out of Hungary 
immediately, and we want a discussion to arrange the details of the 
evacuation,’ the Russian Ambassador told me, himself. 

These negotiations were commenced at noon November 3 in the 
Hungarian Parliament with all the laws and habits of an international 
negotiation. ‘The members of the Hungarian delegation were in every 
respect fully credited diplomatic envoys. Nevertheless, they were 
arrested on the night of November 3 by the Russians. 

At 6 o’clock November 3, after the first part of the negotiation with 
the Russians, I met General Kovacs, the army chief of staff who was 
a member of the Hungarian delegation. He told me 

It is practically agreed. We agreed, first, Russia will evacuate all her armed 
forces from Hungary. Second, to avoid disrupting transportation, the Russians 
want to leave by degrees. A committee of experts will be set up to arrange a 
timetable for the evacuation. Third, the Hungarian garrisons must cease denying 
the Russians food and fuel. Fourth, the Russians are not prepared for a winter 
movement in Hungary and Hungary must be patient; the troops will not be able 
to leave until January 15. Lastly, they say the Russian Army did not wish to 
attack the Hungarians but only did what the Hungarian Government asked. 


Therefore the evacuation must be not only peaceful but friendly. The troops 
must leave in a festive air and the Hungarians must cheer them as they leave. 





Mr. Morris. They must even achieve a festive atmosphere when 
they do it? , 

General Krraty. In effect, said General Kovacs, the committee 
had agreed to all the Russian demands, even the friendly farewell, but 
insisted that departure date be stepped up by a month. The meeting 
was to be continued that night at 9 p.m. at the Russian military head- 
quarters at Tokol, on Csepel Island. 

All this was a fantastic farce and a striking demonstration of the 
Russian love for theatrics with their treachery. At this very moment 
her armored divisions were forming two operational bases on the main 
highway from Miskole to Budapest, here, there, Miskolc, Budapest. 
These two armored groups were formed at this time. And along the 
main communication line between Budapest and Szeged, establishing 
a vast frontline fighting force of combat-ready troops and a horde of 
4,000 tanks. Y et, as late as 11 o’clock on the night of the 3d, the 
Russians, negotiating with the committee on Csepel Island, suggested 
Maleter call me and say that everything was in good order. This 
he did. We both believed it. 

At about midnight we began to get reports from all over the country 
that Russian troops were on the move on all our highways. Tanks 
had shot up the barracks at Kiskunhalas and captured the sleeping 
troops here [indicating on chart}. 
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Russian tanks streamed into the city. They moved to the Kilian 
Barracks and the Corvin Theater, two main freedom-fighter strong 
points, and started shelling. I grabbed my direct phone to the pre- 
mier. It was about 4 a.m. I told him the city was being invaded 
and begged for orders to open fire. But the elaborate Russian 
“negotiations” now proved their value. “No,” Nagy said, “calm 
down. The Russian Ambassador is here in my own office. He is 
calling Moscow right now. There is some misunderstanding. You 
must not open fire.’’ 

Mr. Morais. In other words, even then when the Russian mobilized 
division is moved in, still Nagy said, ‘“The Ambassador is here with 
me—he is trying to get Russia on the phone—there must be a mistake, 
don’t fire’’? 

General Krraty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And you believe that Premier Nagy, believing that 
these negotiations were in good faith, simply paralyzed his own forces? 

General Krraty. Precisely. 

I hung up, bewildered. Suddenly I heard the sound of firing near 
my headquarters. I phoned again. 

“You can hear them. They are firing.” I told the Premier. 
“You can hear the sound yourself. We must return the fire. Please 
give me orders.” 

‘Your job is to obey orders and not to make decisions,” said Nagy. 
As a soldier I was not empowered to commit my country to war. Ten 
minutes later I heard the clatter of tank treads in the streets. I saw 
a Russian column approaching our building. Their lights were on, 
their hatches closed. I called Nagy again. ‘Tanks are passing under 
my window,” I said insistently. ‘They are not attacking us, but they 
are turning toward your building, toward the Parliament Building.” 

“Thank you very much,” he said, “I will need no further reports 
from you.” 

About a half hour later I heard him on the radio. 

Mr. Morris. Now, this is Nagy? 

General Krraty. Nagy’s declaration on the radio. 


In the early hours of this morning— 
his voice said— 


Soviet troops launched an attack against our capital with the obvious intention of 
overthrowing the legal, democratic, Hungarian Government. Our troops are 
fighting. 

The nation was at war. 

This second Russian aggression was an open war against Hungary, 
and we fought our freedom fight for our liberty, human rights, and our 
independence. 

e did our best to defend our democratic system which we achieved 
subduing the Communist dictators and their hated armed forces, the 
security police. We commenced—with pure and high enthusiasm—to 
build up a political, social, and economic system like yours by the 
bec of which we wanted to make the Hungarian people free and 

appy. 

Our national democratic movements were victorious, and the week 
of this victory was one of the most worthy of our whole history. These 
honest efforts and real results have been trampled down by a foreign 
power, by the Russian Red army. Fighting against these brute 








3398 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


aggressors, we fought for the honesty of all humanity. Thus, our 
efforts were not a separate Hungarian problem, but in the cause of 
the entire humanity. 

Mr. Morris. Have you finished with that statement, General? 

General Krraty. I finished the first part. 

Mr. Morris. May _ I ask a few questions? 

General Krraty. Please. 

Mr. Morais. It is apparent, then, that, in connection with any 
negotiations that the free nations had been carrying on with the 
Soviet Union, they can always assume that those negotiations were 
fraudulent. Would it not appear so on the basis of that statement you 
you have just read? 

General Krraty. Completely agreed. 

Mr. Morris. Here what happened is, the Soviet Ambassador made 
representations that there was going to be a peaceful withdrawal, and 
while you people were relying on the word of the Soviet Ambassador 
representing the views of Moscow—and even at the last minute, even 
then, you did not want to open fire against them because you thought 
they were going to live up to their obligations? 

General Krraty. To issue orders to open fire, when a real danger of 
an open war is present, it is the decision of the government and not a 
high military man. 

Mr. Morris. And the government who relies on those assertions of 
the Soviet Union is on very hazardous grounds, is it not? 

General Kiraty. A human being is unable to think that all these 
are treacherous things, you know, when diplomatically, in every 
respect, it was a completely rightful and legal negotiation. When the 
highest representatives of the Russian Army and the Russian diplo- 
matic service are honestly and smilingly declaring that nothing is 
happening; you know, even those who lived during the last decade 
during the Russian oppression may not believe that such cheats— 
what cheating may come out of the mouth of a human being, you know. 

Mr. Morris. There are just a few other things I want to ask you. 
You are sure that in Fiume—that is on the eastern base of the Istrian 
Peninsula, and Trieste is on the northwestern base? 

General Krraty. Here is Fiume and here is Trieste. 

Mr. Morris. And in between that is the Istrian Peninsula? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Trieste, that is internationalized, whereas Fiume is 
part of Yugoslavia? 

General Krraty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morais. So this drive was really against Yugoslavia? 

General Krraty. This place [indicating] is so important that it may 
not be considered as a separate attack against Yugoslavia. If you 
see this arrow on this map, wherever this is leading, to the heart, so 
to say, of Europe, you know, in the European territory, if you see it, 
it only leads toward Yugoslavia territory, but, in general, it means not 
an attack only against Yugoslavia. It means that they broke through 
this strategic gate to have an opportunity to invade northern Italy 
and, through it, of course, the southern part of France. The ancient 
strategical line; Caesar, himself, led on that line. Napoleon led his 
campaigns against even central Europe—it is an ancient and always 
used strategical line, and it does not mean an attack only against 
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Yugoslavia. It means a great offensive on the ancient strategical 
lines, which are not to be changed even in modern strategy. 

Mr. Morris. Did the Albanian forces take part in these war games? 

General Krraty. I do not know. They did not mention to me 
anything about Albania. 

Mr. Morris. The ones you participated in, was the Albanian gen- 
eral staff there? 

General Krraty. No, no. 

Mr. Morris. I mean, Albania has remained loyal throughout to 
the Soviet Union? 

General Krrary. Of course, of course. 

Mr. Morris. It, in itself, is in a very strategic position in the 
Adriatic? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morais. It is right in the Adriatic and it appears right at the 
heel of the boot of Italy? 

General Kirauy. Yes; it is a gate of the Adriatic and, therefore, a 
very important place. And I think so, the Russians count it as an 
airplane carrier and control base of the Adriatic and the Mediter- 
ranean, but I have no information about whether or not they also 
were present in this maneuver or not. 

Mr. Morris. General Kiraly, when you were arrested on August 
17, 1951, what were the charges against you? 

General Krraty. Against me, that I was an American spy and 
conspirator; it was the common charge against anybody who they 
wanted to execute or send to prison. 

Mr. Morris. And actually, you were not? 

General Krraty. Of course not. 

Mr. Morais. In this conference that General Zhukov had after the 
last war, where you say that he wanted to stress the lack of mechaniza- 
tion and the lack of nuclear weapons on the part of the Soviet forces? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Why did he disclose that to the satellite military 
people? 

General Kiraty. Because it was not hidden in front of the satellite 
people because the satellite armies were completely organized accord- 
ing to the Russian system. 

Mr. Morris. By the same token, he was also criticizing the satel- 
ites? 

General Krraty. Of course, it was a program not only for the Rus- 
sian army, but for the satellite armies, too, the satellite generals and 
chiefs of staff and ministers to make the effort to mechanize the 
satellite armies. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything more about General Zhukov that 
you can tell us; about his attitude toward the West or military prowess, 
or anything like that? Anything more that you can tell us about 
General Zhukov? 

General Krraty. General Zhukov? 

Mr. Morris. What role did he have during the Hungarian uprising? 

General Krraty. He was the commandant in chief of all the Russian 
forces; therefore, whatever happened in Hungary, he is completely 
accountable, as every commander in chief is aceountable for whatever 
soldiers are making. Whatever brutality, whatever terror has been 
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carried out in great abundance—all high military leaders, including 
Marshal Zhukov, himself, are accountable for that. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know whether he was personally in Hungary 
at any time? 

General Krraty. I do not know. 

Mr. Morris. Now, with respect to this next paper, General— 
Hungary, a Base of Aggression for the Soviet Union. 

General Krraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. This is what you took up before the United Nations? 

General Krraty. Not completely. Some details are in it—gener- 
ally this is what I told them there, of course. 


Mr. Morris. May I make a suggestion, General? May I suggest 
that I just read the first paragraph here: 


From 1948 to 1956 the Soviet Union has built up Hungary as a base of aggression 
against the West. At the same time the Soviet Union saw to it that the Hun- 
garian armed forces remain dependent, incapable of undertaking any action of 
their own; that they remain completely defenseless as opposed to the Soviet 
military mechanism, and at the same time, a suitable means for aggression against 
the West, under Soviet leadership. 

The above can be proven by the following facts— 


and then you go forth and give your evidence to support that particular 
conclusion, is that right? 

General Kiraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morais. I was wondering, General, if we may just put it into 
the record at this point as it is now? 

General Krraty. Yes. 

Mr. Morais. You tell us now that it is adducing your reasons and 


your supporting facts to your conclusions which I have just read? 
General Krraty. Yes. 


Mr. Morris. May we just put it into the record at this time and 
then you will not have to read it, General? 

General Krraty. Fine. 

(The section of General Kiraly’s statement: “Hungary, Base of 
Aggression for the Soviet Union,” reads in full as follows:) 


From 1948 to 1956 the Soviet Union has built up Hungary as a base of aggres- 
sion against the West.° At the same time the Soviet Union saw to it that the 
Hungarian armed forces remain dependent, incapable of undertaking any action of 
their own; that they remain completely defenseless as opposed to the Soviet mili- 
tary mechanism and, at the same time, a suitable means for aggression against the 
West, under Soviet leadership. 

The above can be proven by the following facts: 

1. The number and the equipment of the Hungarian Army was determined by 
the Paris Peace Treaty after World War II. Accordingly Hungary was entitled 
to dispose of a land army of 65,000 and of an air force of 5,000 men. Hungary 
was allowed to own 90 fighter planes, including the reserve planes, but bombers 
were prohibited. In spite of these peace treaty stipulations, from late 1948 on 
the Soviet regime started to organize a Hungarian Army, which was far larger in 
peace footing and which was equipped with weapons prohibited by the treaty. 

The total strength of these forces amounted to 250,000 men (about 334 times the 
amount allowed). This figure, however, does not include the numerous reserves 
which usually are trained with already functioning regiments. The continuing 
formation of new units suggested that the strength of the standing army was to be 
increased. 

The air force consisted of 1 air fighter division, 6 single echelons, amounting to 
1 regiment with 120 planes, 1 air regiment with only 50 planes and 1 fighter bomber 
regiment with 37 planes. In 1956 the true strength of the air fighter division- 
certainly exceeded 500 planes. 

The feverish modernization of airfields and the speedy construction of numerous 
new military airfields indicated that the Russians intended to use Hungarian 
territory as a military airbase against the West. 
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2. Not only the development of the army was being furthered, but great care 
was also given to the militarization of the whole country, to the training of the 
youth, to military and paramilitary training, to the military training at the 
universities, and MOHOSZ organizations (Hungarian partisan organization), etc. 

3. The reconstruction of the army on a Communist basis required that leading 
military personalities be replaced by persons who were considered trustworthy 
by the Soviets. This process started in November 1948. The top posts of the 
army were manned by party members, uneducated from the military point of view, 
and, at the same time the liquidation of the commanding officers, who had been 
members of the former army, began. 

It goes without saying that given such a supreme military command, the Soviet 
military advisers assigned to the commanders of the Hungarian Army were the 
true leaders in power. 

4. The first Soviet military advisers arrived in Hungary in late 1948. The 
Ministry for National Defense and shortly afterward the army corps, the divi- 
sions, regiments and also the higher units of the military services, the central 
organs, officer schools and military academies, were all staffed by a horde of 
Soviet military advisers. 

An example of the extent to which the invasion of Russian advisers and their 
control over the Hungarian Army had grown: On August 17, 1951, when I was 
arrested and sentenced to death, the Honved Academy (of which I had been in 
command) was controlled by Nikolai Voloshin, colonel of the general staff. The 
academy also had 13 Russian general staff colonels acting as “advisers.’’ This 
unbelievably high number meant that every single action of the organization was 
directed by them and that the real commander—myself in this case—had to be 
sentenced to death, because I had my own independent opinion characteristic 
of the Hungarian Nation. 

It was the task of the advisers—and this task was fully achieved by them—to 
transform the Hungarian Army as completely as possible according to Soviet 
standards, to establish the Soviet system of training, to teach the principles of 
Soviet tactics and military operations, and to rob the Hungarian Army of its 
national characteristics. 

5. As the chief period of development of the army coincided with the anti- 
Yugoslav campaign of the Cominform, the Hungarian Army—as one of the 
instruments of Soviet power politics in its territorial structure, in the distribu- 
tion of garrisons, as well as in political attitude—had been organized according 
to requirements of an attack against Yugoslavia in the first place, and against 
Austria in the second. 

Maneuvers and the war games, which were joined by higher units and organ- 
ized by the general staff of the armies for the high command, always reveal the 
real aims of an army. The war games, arranged in January 1951 in Budapest, 
at the Hungarian Officer’s Club and directed by Soviet Lieutenant General Bojko, 
were attended by Mihaly Farkas and I, too, was present. Mihaly Farkas, then 
Minister for National Defense, declared that the week-long study was based on 
an actual operational plan of the Soviet and the Hungarian supreme command, 

The objectives; an attack launched from between the rivers Danube and Tisza 
against Yugoslavia; occupation of the towns Szabadka (Subotica) and Ujvidek 
(Novi Sad); crossing the Danube, occupying of the mountain range Fruska-Gora 
(in Yugoslavia); and holding the territory for a further invasion of larger Soviet 
forces. 

The theme of the war game arranged for an army group in February and March 
1953, under the leadership of Mihaly Farkas, Minister for National Defense, 
was an operation for occupying a coastal sector near Rijeka (Fiume). The Hun- 
garian Army, pushing ahead through the so-called Ljubjana gate, thus was to 
create a breach for the masses of the Soviet Army and a large-scale invasion of the 
West. 

The same picture of an attack against the West was given in the years 1951 
1952, and 1953 in the areas bordering on the southern Hungarian frontier, which 
was largely fortified. The building of these fortifications meant an excessive 
financial strain for the Hungarian people. 

6. In order to supply the army with weapons, and also to increase the war 
potential of the Eastern bloc, the Soviet command, from 1948 on, tried to resurrect 
and expand the then extinct war industry. Hungarian war industry produced 
almost exclusively on the basis of permits, issued at a high price by the Soviet 
Union. Establishing a Hungarian war industry also meant decentralization of the 
Soviet’s own war industry. 
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The Hungarian war industry authorized the manufacture first of infantry 
weapons and ammunition, and later, artillery weapons, military vehicles, com- 
munication instruments and technical equipment, for the Hungarian Army to 
begin with. Later still, its capacity was expanded to include supplies for the 
armies of other Soviet satellite countries. For instance, Hungarian tanks were 
delivered to Bulgaria, as well as a great amount of war equipment to North Korea. 

The rapid and significant deterioration of the living standard of the Hungarian 
population between 1950 and 1953 was partly due to Rakosi’s heavy industrial 
investment program. As is well-known, heavy industry serves as a basis for 
direct and indirect expansion of war industry. Neither was in proportion to the 
country’s economic capacities. 

7. All railroads serving ey operations were greatly improved—the Buda- 
pest-Zahony line, for example. his included the loading facilities. Similar to 
the situation on the railroads, the highway system too had been built up according 
to military interests. During recent years, while secondary road systems of the 
counties had been neglected, main trunk routes in the main North-South and 
East-West strategic directions had been built according to the most modern 
standards. 

8. Airfields capable of serving jet planes are part of the system of the attack 
bases in Hungary. Existing airfields were modernized and developed to this 


ee and new airfields established. Such are the airfields of Taszar, Papa, 
okol, ete. 


Vv. THE ARMY, NEVERTHELESS, IS NO DOCILE INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF THE 
SOVIET LEADERSHIP 


In spite of the fact that the army had been developed and trained from its 
beginning according to the interests of the Soviet leaders, and in spite of the fact 
that only commanders trained in Soviet military schools were admitted to leading 
positions, that the whole army was constantly under the ideological direction of 
the Communist Party and under the strictest control of the AVH, the October 
Revolution in Hungary has proven that the Hungarian Army w’s far from being 
a body functioning automatically, and unthinkingly, a tool in the hands of the 
Soviets and the Muscovite Hungarian leadership, a formation suitable for breaking 
down the people’s fight for freedom. 

1. The military high command, which was considered by the Soviets to be 
trustworthy, was composed of individuals who had been either in the prewar 
Communist underground, and who returned to Hungary after training in Moscow 
after the war. This military leadership was widely separated from the small 
units, and even from the somewhat larger ones, which exaggerated the innate 
opposition between the leadership and the rank and file. The leadership did not 
understand the true spirit of the army, nor did it know its striking power. The 
younger officers, who had been with the troops, could not and did not disassociate 
themselves from the temper, both political and economic, which characterized the 
whole population. 

2. These were the conditions which confronted the general staff, when it sum- 
moned the army groups into battle to suppress the revolt, and found that with 
few exceptions, from the very first moments of fighting, its men refused to use 
weapons against their people, and began actively to joining them. Thus: 

(a) as early as the night of October 23/24, mechanized troops which were 
sent to the radio station to restore order handed their weapons over to the 
crowd. 

(b) the army men who at first displayed sympathetic neutrality in the early 
days of the revolt, in increasing numbers joined the freedom fighters. 

(c) the army supplied the freedom fighters, when not actually joining them, 
with weapons, ammunition, uniforms, and food. 

(d) two of the Hungarian corps commanders, Major General Mikes /in 
Szekesfehervar/ and Maj. Gen. aids Gyurko /Kecskemet/, having given 
orders to fire on the demonstrators, had to flee to nearby Soviet units for 
protections from the burning hatred of their own troops. 

(e) the Revolutionary Council, formed by career officers and the rank and 
file of the revolutionary university youth, deposed the following persons: 
General Bata /Minister of Defense/, Lt General Szabo, Major Gen. Lajos 
Toth, Major General Hazai and Major General Hidvegi. 

(f) the Budapest Zrinyi Military Academy went over as a body to the 
fighters on October 23 to obey the orders of the defense ministry; the entire 
antiaircraft division of the Budapest Matyas Barracks went over about Octo- 
ber 24, and the entire AAA forces gave orders to open fire on the Soviets on 
November 4. 
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On and after November 4, great numbers of the officers and troops took part 
in the fight against the Russians, individually and in groups. North of Obuda, 
a battle broke out between Soviet and Hungarian armored units. It can be said 
that the elite of the Rakoci Officers School and the other officer schools and 
military academies distinguished themselves in support of the revolution. 

3. The events of the Hungarian revolt have shown that the Rakosi-ite military 
high command made it impossible for the entire army to have gone over to the 
people and thus the old Rakosi military leadership remained. Accordingly, the 
revolution created its own revolutionary defense committee as a counterbalance. 
The task of this committee was to direct the military leadership and hasten the 
de-Rakosization, which it had nearly completed by November 4, but some anti- 
revolutionary Rakosi elements remained in the leadership, forming a fifth column. 
Beside the Army and the police, as opposed to the AVH, {the revolution tried 
to form its own trustworthy army, within the framework of a national guard, 
drawing on the university revolutionary units and the new factory militias. In 
course of the revolt, more and more organized units, including army units, joined 
with the national guard. Thus, had there been no Soviet intervention, the 
national guard would have developed into a powerful national army. 


VI. THE AGGRESSION OF THE SOVIET ARMY 


In order to crush the Hungary revolution, the Soviet Army at first used only 
those troops which it already had stationed on Hungarian soil. But in order to 
assure a decisive victory, it alerted divisions in Rumania and in the sub-Carpathian 
Ukraine, some of which it moved into Hungary immediately, for immediate use, 
and others of which it grouped in positions for use in the infamous stab-in-the-back 
of the early morning hours of November 4. 

In the early days of the revolutions, Soviet troops failed to accomplish what 
their leaders had expected of them, that is, to drown the young revolution in 
blood. Accordingly, Soviet troops temporarily withdrew. 

Illustrative of the path taken by Soviet aggression are the following points: 

1. Before the revolution, the 2d and 17th mechanized (motorized) divisions 
were stationed in Hungary, having a strength of about 20,000 men and 600 tanks. 
The 2d Division was moved into Budapest to quell the mounting revolution, 
while the 17th Division was moved into western Hungary on an alert basis. The 
Soviet 32d and 34th mechanized divisions from Rumania were alerted on October 
23, and thrown into battle by the 24th (92d Infantry). Simultaneously, the sub- 
Carpathian and Ukrainian based divisions were alerted and moved into Hungary, 
battle ready. Various reports reaching the revolutionary general staff indicated 
that by November 3, the Soviets had 7 divisions and about 2,500 tanks. Of this 
number on and after November 4, it was possible to identify 6 divisions with 
75,000 troops and 2,500 tanks. 

2. The conduct of the Soviet elements during the first period of the revolution 
was characterized by an effort to retreat from their initial failure with a minimum 
of casualties, to abandon use of forces and to try diplomatic negotiations. On 
October 28 and 29, a cease-fire was negotiated and proclaimed, and Soviet units 
withdrew to confined areas, while additional divisions were put in various strategic 
positions throughout Hungary. The Soviets withdrawing from Budapest were 
replaced by the Honvedseg and National Guard, and a peaceful, victorious mood 
took hold of the capital city. However, on November 1 and 2, the aerodromes and 
supply bases were occupied by Soviet troops. On November 2 and 3, the Soviets 
began to establish two operational bases on the main highway from Miskole to 
Budapest in the area of the Matra-Bukk Mountain Range, and along the main 
communications lines lying between Budapest and Szeged, around Csongrad- 
Szentes and Kiskunhalas and in the dawn of November 4, the second uprising 
began. 

3. Soviet intervention was characterized by its ruthlessness and savagery. It 
has become a proverb in Budapest that the Russians returned the fire of a lone 
man equipped with small arms with a barrage of eannonfire. It occurred even 
after the cessation of mass armed resistance that apartment houses were arbi- 
trarily sprayed with gun and machinegun fire. This manner of fighting was coupled 
with the deportation of the young male population, and in areas of particularly 
stubborn resistance, even of older men. 


Mr. Morris. And you have a little two-page summary you want 
to read? 
General Kiraty. Yes; I would be very glad to read that. 
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My conclusions: The features and future of the Hungarian national 
democratic revolution and freedom fighters: 

A number of opinions and charges have been made about our 
a ments. I should like to review the facts. 

The Hungarian people began their national democratic move- 
ee on their own account without any foreign initiative. During 
these movements, the nation—showing a unity never seen before in 
Hungary’s history—subdued its inner enemies, the Communist Party 
and the secret police; subdued the armed forces of the Soviet aggress- 
ors in Budapest during the first aggression; and then were trampled 
down by superfluous armed forces during the second aggression. 
The Hungarian nation takes all responsibility for starting the national 
democratic revolution and freedom fight. However, the Hungarian 
people—who did not want to start a third world war out of this case, 
nevertheless hoped that the rest of the free world would help them 
by carrying out the U. N. resolutions in Hungary. Thus, the Soviet 
would not be allowed to interfere with the business of a free country 
which was itself a member of the United Nations. 

2. The Hungarian freedom fighters got neither instruction, direc- 
tion, or any other material help from foreign countries. 

The movement and freedom fight were national and democratic 
ones, lacking any Fascist or counterrevolutionary character. 

The situation was ripe for these events on account of the follow- 
ing causes: 

(a) The embitterness of the Hungarian people because of the 
exploitation and suppression; 

(b) The Hungarian people’s national pride and conscience; 

(c) The Hungarian people’s love for the liberty which the country 
has fought for so many times in her history. 

(d) The Hungarian people’s sincere hope for a democratic system 
of life. 

The Hungarian people tried all means possible to achieve their 
purposes by peaceful measures, by evolution. Only when, on October 
23, the security police and the Soviet aggressors opened fire against 
peaceful demonstrators did the evolution turn into a national demo- 
cratic revolution and freedom fight. 

5. The Hungarian people’s freedom fight was trampled down, but 
their wish for freedom is never to be subdued. The people at home 
and we who left Hungary will continue to work incessantly for the 
liberation of Hungary. The struggle will not be finished until 
Hungary has achieved complete freedom. 

These are the things I know and believe about Hungary’s National 
Democratic revolution and freedom fight. I am now at your dis- 
posal to give you any further details you may wish which I am able 
to furnish. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Morris. General Kiraly, is there anything further that you 
feel we should know now at this session? Is there anything more you 
should tell us in addition to what you have just told us? 

General Krraty. I think so—Il got together everything that is 
important to my opinion, but if anything is to be questioned, I would 
be very glad to answer the questions. 
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Mr. Morris. No, I think—speaking for the chairman who had to 
leave here, the acting chairman who had to leave here—it is very 
valuable, what you have told us. It goes a long way toward helping 
the Senate of the United States and the Congress as a whole, to 
understand the nature of what went on in Hungary and what is still 
going on there. And, as I say, it does have a direct bearing on the 
Communist machinery here in the United States which this subcom- 
mittee is supposed to learn all about, because the effects of the revolu- 
tion in Hungary are so profound and deep that they have caused 
repercussions in the Communist organizations all over the world and 
it is a question of our trying to forecast what the future will bring. 

So, on behalf of the chairman, Senator Eastland, and on behalf of 
the acting chairman, Senator Johnston, I want to thank you very 
much for coming and giving this very enlightening expatiation here 
today. 

(At 12:20 p. m. the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene at 10 
a. m., Wednesday, February 20, 1957.) 
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